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To the READER. 


c '0 Ta many days ſence, I bad ſome Fapind _ into 


tunity,. I opened and pernſed.  'The firſt T formed irititu- 
led, ſome Queries 16 "Proteſtants. © The next, Queries 
of "Religion or Liberty. "And the laft,' an E xplanation 
of Roman Catholick's Belief concer ning theſe q points 


7 


Their . Church, Worſhip, Juſtification, and Civil Go- 


vernment, as it was preſented t0 ſome Perfons of Qua- 
lity for their particular Satisfaftion. By theſe Papers 
I found that the Roman Emiſaries were very buſie, 
compaſſing Sea and Land to gain Profelytes. And be- 
cauſe they have had no good 1nck'by open and fair dea- 
ling, they now take anothcr courſe; They creep into Houſes, 
and privately infinuate themſefves into the acquaintance 
of angpary | þ 
they\begin vhetr EN mhich 1s by piczzeling queſtions, 
anit\ fat Tepreſentations\of their Religion, to unfix the 
minds of men ; \ and then take occaſion of their unſetled- 
neſs\no raw thew o9kr Io "their Party." ' Now ſeeing our 
Atoerſaries ave (0 di lice” certainty it behooves us 10 
be very watchful"; arid © by all lawfull ways and means 
to countermine their erunning C Taperaee, and" arm our 
ſelves againſt theiv devices. © Upon this "confi deration, 
I thoutht-it- might. be' no diſſernice\either i0 private 
Chriſtians, or ihe Church of nhich I am a Member 
to take _ TINGS into confi deration ; and by ſbſw, 
b 014 rg $04 
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my Hands ;, which ſo ſoon as I had an oppor-- 


eople." \v - Which \pherr they 5 have once done, 


The Preface. 


Anſwers to the Cueries, and abr ief Animadyver | 107 uf 
' on the Explanation, 10 put weapons into the hands of 
others, wherewith. they might defend themſeives againſt 
their 4 {ſaults. | 
this is the deſi ign of theſe few iolliwing ſheers. wh 
in I have ſludiednothing more than Brevity and Plain- 
neſs. To the firſt Paper of Queries T have given wery + 
ſhort anſwers, but I hope both plain and full. To the 
ſecond, becauſe the Queries ſeem #0 be. contrived with 
more art and canning, my anſwers ther eunto are ſome- | 
mhat more large, but Ihope, not too long. And upon 
the Explanation of their Belief in thoſe q great 
points, 1 have made ſuch Animadverſions, as I hope 
may ſatisfie any one, that the Explainer hath not dealt 
ſo fairly, nor ſo ingenuouſl with his Perſons of Quality, 
as he ought to have done. 
IVhether what is here done, will anſwer the deſign of 
| doing it, orno, 1 know not ; but hope, by God's Bleſſing 
it may. In confidence therefore of the Divine bleſſing and 
aſſiſtance, I now, Reader, commit it into thy Hands , 
defiring onely this favour, that to the reading. of i it 
thou wilt bring an humble and teachable temper of mind) 
which if thou doft, I do not doubt but it may be in 
fome meaſure ſerviceable to thee at this time. Which | - 
if it be, mayGod have the glory, and thou the comfort 
and advantage of it. This is and ſhall be the hearty 
Prazer of 
Thy faithfull fricnd, 
and tcllow Chriſtian. 
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Some LUERTES to Profcitants anſwered. 


+ Þ Hether Divine Revelation be not the entire object of 
Faith, which Faith is but one, &c? Fph. 4. 4 

Anſ. Divine Revelation is both the rule ond object of Faith, which 
Faith, is but one. 

Qu 2. Whether Faith muſt not give an undoubted aſſent to all things 
revealed ? Jam. 2. 18. 

Anſ. If the Revelation be Divine , there ought nor to be doubting 
_ of the things revealed. 

Qu. 3. Whether theſe Revelations do not contain in them many myſteries 
tran{cending the natural reach of humane wit or induſtry ? 1 Cox. 1. 10. 
Math, 16. 17. 

1nſ. There are many myſteries in Religion which are above the 
natural reach of humane wit and induſtry, above reaſon but not con- 
trary to reaſon. 

Qu. 4. Whether it did not become the divine wiſedom and goodneſs to 

rovide man ſome way or means whereby he might arrive to the knowledge 
of thoſe Myſteries ? | | | 

Anſ. Divine Wiſedom and goodneſs hath not been wanting in the 
proviſion of ways and means, whereby Man may arrive tothe know- 
ledge of thoſe Myſteries, fo far as is neceſſary for his happineſs both 
here and hereafter. 

Qu. 5. Whether theſe means muſt not be wiſible and apparent to all, 
proportionable to the capacity of all ? Joh. 9. 14. Mat. tr. 25. 1 Joh. 5. 22: 

Anſ. The means appointed by God are viſible or inviſible, they 
are proportioned to the capacity of all, bur it is not neceſfary they 
ſhould be viſible to all. 

Qu. 6. Whether theſe Myſteries were nat taught by Chriſt andthe Holy 
Ghoſt to his Apoſtles ? 

Anſ. Whatever is contained in the Divine Revelation, was certain- 
ly taught by Chriſt and the Holy Ghoft to the Apoſtles, for he made 
known unto them the whole Will of God. | 

u. 7. Did not the Apoſtles teach theſe Do&trines in almoſt all places of 
the world, before the Scriptures ere all of them written or acknivledged to 
be their writings, or collected into one Body ? | 

Anſ. The Apoſtles were faithfull Stewards, and did diſpee the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel faithfully'and ſincerely in all places where they 
came, even before the Holy Scriptuxes were all written or collected 
into one Body. 

A 3 Qu. 5. 
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Qu. 8. When they began to write the Scriptures, did they profeſs that 
they writ in them all and every truth which had been delivered unto them, 
or did they onely writc them upon emergent occaſions ? 

Anſ. All and every truth neceſfary for the Salvation of mankind, is 
faithfully and fully delivered in the Holy Scriptures. And that be- 
ing the deſign of them, we have no reaſon to be anxious or ſolicitous 
about any more. | x 

Qu. 5g. Ihere all divine truths neceſſery for rhe Salwation of mankind, for 


the Government of the Church, and the confounding of Errours deſigntdly and 


expreſly delivered in them ? 

 An{. The Scriptures are abundantly ſufficient to inſtruct all men in 
thoſe things which may {zcure their Salvation, and preſerve them from 
errour; And whatſoever isellentially neceſlary to the Being or good Go- 
vernment of a Church may there be found ; but whatſoever may be 
accidentally necellary in reſpect of time and place, is left tothe pru- 
dence of Governours. - | | 

Qu. 10. Was not the ſenſe and meaning of this written word delivered 
at the ſame time to the Apoſtles Succeſſors ? x 


Anſ. The Apoſtles did explain the Mind and Will of God to all to 


whom they preached, and the written word being deſigned not onely 


for the learned but unlearned, was ſet down in ſuch intelligible words 
as might comport with the capacities of all. FT 

Qu. 11. #ere not thoſe Succeſſors of the Apoſtles obliged undey pain of dam- 
nation to deliver the ſenſe and meaning to their Succeſſors, and ſo conſequent- 
ly to our days, or at leaſt no contrary ſenſe? Re: 

Anſ., The Succeſſorsof the Apoſtles inall Ages areundoubtedly oblig'd 
to dehver the true ſehſe and meaning of the Holy Scriptures to others ; 
and it were to be. wiſhed that none had failed of their duty therein. 

Qu. 12. Whether all that is mentioned in Scripture be not true, according. 
to the ſenſe and meaning ſo delivered ? | | q 

 Anf. All that is mentioned in Scripture is undoubtedly true, accor- 
ding tothe true ſenſe and meaning thereof. | \') 

Qu. 13. Whether an obſtinate Contradiftion of any one'truth thus deli- 
wered in Scripture (though there appear no neceſſity it ſhould bave beenments-! 
oned in Scripture) be not injurious to that divine Authority awd veracity, and 
which unrepented of ſhall bring damnation ? ky: 

Anſ. An obſtinate contradiction of any one plain truth delivered in 
holy Scripture, iscertainly a very great injury- to divingauthority and 
VEracity. OO 1 

Qu. 14. When difficulties did ariſe about the ſdnſ# of Soripruves'or: naat- 
ters. of Faith, whither the diciſion of thoſe controberſies was'carried, - and 
whether the preſent Church of every Age was not to decide it? - p 

' Ar. 


or WE re eres | 


hh 
| SI 

An. It was undoubtedly the praQtice, 'and is moſt rational that the 
preſent Church in every Age ſhould decide ſuch controverſies. For, 
the Prieft's Lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, and they ſhould enquire 
the Law at his mouth. And no queſtion the Church hath Authority 
to declare matters of Faith, but not to make any new Articles of Faith. 
\. Qu. 15: Whether every particular perſon 22; ro have an Authoritative 
power in this decyſitn, or whaher it was not univerſally left to the Heads- 
and Governours of the Church Aſſembled together ? 

Anſ. Every particular perſon hath undoubtedly a Judgment of diſ- 
cretion allowd him in matters of that nature, but the Authoritative 
power of deciding and determining was in the Heads and Governours 
of the Church Aſſembled together for that end. 

Qu. 16. Whether ſuch a force of Hopes or Fears could poſſibly happen at 
once upon all the Heads of the univerſal Church Aſſembled together, or after 
conſenting to thoſe that were Aſſembled, as ſhowld make them declare that 
zo be a truth revealed by Chriſt, which was nt ſo delivered to them to have 
been the ever eſteemed ſenſe of Scripture or perpetual tradition which was 
not fo? 

pa Whilſt men are men they will be liable to hopes and fears, 
and ſubject to the power and force of them; if therefore we conſider 
the Heads and Governours of the Church as ſuch we cannot allow 
them an Exemption therefrom ; and conſequently there may be no 
impoſſibility in the things propounded. We grant that in a General 
Council lawfully aſſembled, we have great reafoa to hope for the pre- 
ſence, direction and affiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt,-Whr how far the paſ: 
ſions and humours of men may fruſtrate our Hopes, we know nor. 
This we certainly know, that the Attsof one Council have been made 
void by another , and therefore it is more than probable that one of 
them did declare ſomething to be a truth revealed by Chriſt, which 
was not ſo delivered unto them. 

Qu. 17. Whether the Deciſions of ſuch Aſſemblies or general Comxcils 
were not always eſteemed obligatory in the Church, and whether particular 
Perſons or Churches mar gainſaying ſuch Deciſions received by a much 


Major part of the Church diffuſed, were not always efteemed to have mcur- : k ; 
red thoſe Anathema's pronounced by ſuch Councils ? Na |: 

Anſ. If thoſe Aſſemblies or Councils be truly general, we do very Wo E 
much reverence their Authority, and think their decifrons to-be obli- IS 
gatory. But we do not think all to be ſuch that are called fo; As for Se; 1H 
inſtance, The Council of Trent is by ſome ſort of men looked tpon as a 6 


general Council, and all their Religionalmoft built upon the Authority 

thereof ; and yet the Church of England never received the deciſions | * 

of that Council, nor did the Gea/icay Church for many years ; and "2008 
yet Wa 
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'&t neither the one nor the other did for all that eſteem themſelves to 
ave incurred the Anathema's pronounced by that Council. Ob 

Qu. 18. Whether the iniverſal Church did not 111 all Ages prattice this 
way of deciding controverſies, and whether the/e be not as univerſal a tra 
dition of this, as the prattice was univerſal without interruption ? 

Anſ. Univerſal praftice will amount to an univerſal Tradition, and 
chat this. hath been the practice of the Thuich in all Ages, eſpecially-in 
matters of great weight, we deny not ; nor thouid we oppole the ſame 
courle now, .provided the Council were tree and general.. 


Bur the Enquirer goes on, 


Some will perhaps ſay that ſuch Councils cannet Err in fundamen'als but 
may in na fundamentals, T ask theſe, | | 

Qu. IVhat are fundamentals and what not ? 

Anſ. Thoſethings which.are eſſentially neceſſary to the being of Re- 
ligion may properly be called fundamental ; but thoſe things which 
only reſpect order and decency therein, and vary according to time 
and place, and are altcrable by the Governours of'the Church, when 
they ſee cauſe theſe are not fundamental. | | 

Qu. I;/bet her there be not ſome things fundamentals to the Church, which 
are nc: to every particular ? : | | | 

Anſ. There may be ſomethings fundamental tothe Beingofa Church, 
which are not fo to gvery particular member of that Church,but what- 
ſoever things areFndamenral to the Being of Religion, are equally fo 
\ to the whole Church and every member Sroot 22151 | 

Qu. Whether an cbſtinate denyal of what is fundamental or neceſſary to 
the univerſal Church, or granting as I may: ſay upon what is fundamental 
*by a particular perſon,be not in time a fundamental Errour, eſpecially after an 

univerſal declaration of it as truth delivered by Chriſt | and his, Apoſtles ? 
An/. This Query as it is here worded is hardly reconcileable toſenſe, 
but I ſuppoſe his meaning is, Whether for any particular perſon obs 
ſtinately to deny what is fundamental or neceflary to the univerſal 
Church, and declared to be a truth delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſ- 
tles. be not a fundamental Errour ? To which I anſwer. That every 
particular Chriſtian ought with all deference to ſubmit his own private 
Judgment to the publick Judgment of the Church, and tough it do 
not appear ſo plain to him, yet he ought rather to ſuſpect his ownthan 
that of the Church. Bur if in ſome things he cannot be fatisfied, and 
therein happen to differ from the Church, provided he do not there- 
by break the peace and unity of the Church, it will har4ly amount to 
a fundamental Errour. Butwhat if it be declared by the Church to bo 

a trut 
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a truth delivered by Chriſt and kis Apoſtles, will not th;Q.t make it fo * 
To this I anſwer, That no declaration of the Church, tiow univer{! 
ſyever it be, can make that to be a truth delivered by Chriſt and his 
Apoitles, which really is not ſlo And therefore in that caſe we mu't 
have recourſe to their Writings, and if it be not either in expreſs words 
contained therein, or by found conſequence drawn therefrom , we 
ough:not to comply with ic, noris ic a fundamental Errour to ditter 
therein. | os | 

Qu. Whether the univerſal Church aſſembled in aGeneral Council ouzht not 
to be juſtly eſteemed the decider of what is fundamental, and what not ? 

Anſ{ Whea the univerſal Church by her proper Repreſentatives is law- 
fully aflembled in a Council truly General, that Council withoue all 
diſpute will be a very proper Judge of what is fundamental, and what 
not ; but this is rather tobe prayed than hopEd for. _ | 

Qu. Whether an o5ſtinate denial of any one truth g&ivered by Feſus Ciriſ; 
or his Apoſtles (though the delivery was not abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation 
71ay not be called a fundamental errour, ſeeing it brings the reſt he delivered 
in queſtion, as alſo his weracity? 

An{. The denial of any one truth delivered by Jeſus Chriſt or his Apo- 
ſtles is a very great fault, and if that denial be obſtinately continued 
in, after plain conviction that it 1s ſuch a truth, it is a very dangerous 
Errour. | 

Qu. IVhethey therefore the denial of any one truth delivered to us by an 
uninterrupted tradition, as taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, would not be a 
fundamental Errour ?. i} - 

An(. There is a great difference between a thing delivered as taught, 
and plainly taught, by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; for we meet with many 
thingsdelivered as taught by them. and tradition pretended for them, 
which really andin truth were never taughtby then, or either of them; 
aed to deny ſuch is fo far from being a fundamental Errour, that ir is 
no Errour at all. There is alſo a great differenc2 between traditions. 
Ifby tradition he mean the holy Scriptures, we grant that to deny 
any thing thatis plainly and clearly taught thercin, is a very great Er- 
ronr: But if by tradition he mean ſuch as is meerly humane, and not 
Clearly warranted by the Word of God, we think we onght to reject 
ſuch, how uninterrupted ſoever they be; for if an Angel from Heaven 
_ any other Goſpel than hath been preached, let him be accurſed, faith 

t. Paal. 

Qu. And onthe other ſide, whether the tgaching of any DoFrine (onely 
piouſly believed, but) ſufficiently known not to have been expreſly, cr by a 
natural conſequence delivered by Chrift and his Apoſtles, and which may 


upon thas account be falſe, not having Divine Revelation (which alcne is m- 
B {aliivle) 
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Fallible) for its ground; whether, 1 ſay, the teaching ſuch a Doftrine f1 
known, as one that was delivered by Chrift, (when they know it was nt) 


would not be a fundamental Errour ? 

Anſ. Whoſoever teacherh ſuch Doctrines as are mentioned in this 
Query, and in that manner, is higtly guilty ; and when the Enquirer 
ſhall think fit ro be more particular, and produce his inſtances, he may 
expect a more particular anſiver, 'and perhaps be told at whoſe door 
this charge will lie : In the. mean time this general anſwer may ſuffice. 

Qu. I hether Chri8 having taken care ( as [ome grant ) that bis Church 
ſhould not err in fundamentals, hath nct conſequently taken care that ſhe ſhould 
not teach any one DoFrine as delivered by Chriſt, and conſequently of Faith, 
which was mc taught by him, and conſequently might be an Errour ?. 

Anſ. Chriſt hath takep all care poſſible to ſecure his Church from 
Errour, and hath given her his gracious promiſe to be with her to the 
end of the World. Bit the Church being compoſed of men, and ſuch 
as are fallible, the ſecurity is not promiſed to particulars. Particular 
perſons, and particular Churches too, we know, not only may, bur 
have, grofly erred. The ſecurity therefore 1s only promiſed to the Uni- 
verſal Church; and when he tells us -what he means by that, he may 
2xpect a more direct anſwer to his Que y. 

Qu. I/hether thoſe DoFrines, or moſt of them, controverted now by Pro- 
teſtants, have not been taught and believed in the Church as Dottrines delive- 
red'by Chriſt, Iong before Luther, yea and delivered in the moſt General Coun- 
«i!s thoſe Ages would permit, and accepted of by the Church diffuſive, nonc 
that 2e know of diſſenting, but thoſe condemned in thoſe Councils for Here- 
'icks, and whoſe Hereſies expired almoſt with themſeles ? 

nf. It is now plain that this Enquirer, by the Charch, and univerſal 
Church fo often mentioned by him, doth all along mean the Church of 
Rome, which we are ſo far froin complying with him 12, - that though we 
Own that Church to be a Member, yet we cannot allow'it to be a ſound 
Mc<mber of the Catholick Church. Ard if by the Deciltons and Declara. 
tions of the Church, he mean the determinations of that Church, they 
are no further obligatory than to her own Members, nor many of them 
tothem neither, if ſtrictly enquired into. As for Luther, we do not 
receive our Religion from him, but from Jeſus Chriſt; and for any 
Dactrines now controverted, we are content to have the ſame determined 
by the Holy Scriptures, and the four firſt Genera] Councils. As for the 
Conncils eur Enquirer hints at, we deny that. they were truly General, 
er that all their deciſions wete ever accepted of by the Church dittuſive. 
Ard he cannot but know that there were many more, not only Perſons, 
>t whole Churches, which did dillent from them. 

«Wn. Whether there was from the firſt 4oc years, til! the time of Luther, 

any 


Ry 


any known body of Paſtors and Teachers declaring a diſſent in any Lee (rom 


: hoſe Dottrines, and oppoſing thoſe Councils ; and whether 1he Greek Churches 
did not, and do to this wery day con/ent with this Weſtern Church in neſt Phi! « 
now controverted by Proteſtants! 

Anſ. This Query is prepo!teroulſly put, for how ſhould any body of 
Paſtors and Teachers in the firlt 400 years oppole themſelves to thote 
Councils which were not then m being, nor heard of till many hundred 
years aſterwards ? Burt that the Fathers in thoſe firit Agesdid teach the 
tame Doctrines we now do, we appeal to the Records ofthole times. 
Ard that thoſe afrer-Councils by him mentioncd, were cilienters fro) 
thoſe of the tirſt Ag, weare contented to be tried by comparing the 
Acts of both together. And that the Greek Church did, or now dot, 
agree with the Church of Rome in all or moſt of thoſe points naw i:1 
ditterence between her and us, we utterly deny, and challenge him co 
the proof. of it. | - 

Qu. Whether Luther (rhe firſs Author of Prote fancy) did mot ſeparate 
himſelf from th: whole wiſible Church at that time ſpread over the He, 
contraditting all the Prelates and Paſtors then living in the univerſal pratt ice 
of that Church, and the General Councils received as ſuch by the foregoing 
Ages? 

Anſ: Asfor the names of Proteſtant and Papit, I look upon them as 
names of diitinction, not of Religion. The Religion we both own 1s 
Chriſtian : This we do not receive fron” Lather, nor they from Jgnatius 


Lejzala, St. Francis, or any ſuch, but both of us from Jeſus Chrilt ; The . 


only queſtion is, Whether they or we hold that Religion in greateſt 
purity ? *Tis true that Luther in his time did more narrowly look into 
the corruptions ofthe Church of Rome, declared againſt them, and on 
that account ſeparated from her Communion, and for any thing yer 
appears may be very wel) juſtified in fo doing. For, if any Church 
ſhall make terms of her Communion ſo ſinful and dangerous that no 
man with ſafety to his 80u] can continue in it, it Will be high time to 
come out of it. 

Qu. IVhether he ar Proteſtants at preſent do pretend to ſuch Demonſtration 
for thoſe Tenets they hold contrary to the Roman Church, ( the then m 
wiſible Church in the Weſt) that no underſ{anding, to which it is ſufficiently 
propoſed, can in theleaſt doubt of it ? : 

Anſ. We have ſuch evidence for the Doctrines which we hold and 
teachin oppoſition to the Church of Reme, as, being ſuthciently propoſed, 
no man can reaſonably doubt of. And as for thoſe who will ſcruple 
without reaſon, notwithſtanding the cleareſt evidence that the nature of 


the thing will bear, we can-only pity and pray for them. 


Qu. Or whether they do not rather ſay, that being fallible, they may err, 
Þ 2 even 
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even in what they think a Demonſtration ;- and if they may err, perhaps they 
have erred even in their Reformation ? | 

Anſ. Wedo not pretend to infallibility, nor do we think that the claim 
which theBiſhop ofRowe makes toitis any more thana groundleſs prerence 
only. But 2 poſſe ad eſſe non valet conſequentia, from a bare poſlibility of 
erring, to argue a certainty that we have erred in every thing we have 
done, is an argument fitter to be ottered to Children than Men. 

. Qu. Whether therefore denying theſe Doctrines thus delivered vy the Church 
in all Apes, as Doctrines delrvered by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, upon no better 
grounds then theſe, pechaps they may b2true, and p-rnaps not, be not a 
puiting ones ſelf intothe danger of erring even in fundamentals? 
An(. We deny no Doctrines delivered by the Church in all Ages, as 
Dottrines delivered by Chriſt and Ins Apottles; nor do we own any 
Dofrine upon fuch weak grounds,as perhaps they may be wue,and perhaps 
net. But We fay, that the preſent Church ot Rowe doth teach ſuch Do- 
Ctrinesas the Dottrines of Chritt and his Apoltles, which were never 
caught by the Church inallAges, nor delivered by Chritt and hisApoitles; 
And mn theie things we oppoſe our ſelves againit them, and think we have 
great reiiion fo to do, having the holy. Scriptures and the Primitive 
Chnrc' on our fide. And whiltt weare thus ſupported, we have no fear 
of erring in fundamentals. | 04-4e- 


Queries of Religion or Liberty. 


Ho this Enqiirer is,as Iam at preſent ignorant, ſo am I not much 

concern'd to know ; but 1 take him to be one who hath concei- 
ved a mighty opinion of himſelf and his performances. He thinks that by 
theſe Queries he hath ſtruck at the root of Proteſt ancy, (as he and thoſe of 
his Perſivalion call it) ; e. Reformed Chriitianity, that he hath given it a 
fatal blow, a mortal wound, and lett it groveling in the duſt without 
the leaſt hopes of recovery. Like that overgrown, uncircumciſed Phj- 
| liftine, he defieth the Armies of the Living GoJ1, and calls for a Man to 
nght with bim ; For, in the cloſe of his Lweries he maketh this proud and 
coni!dent challenge. 

If any give anſwer, { As if he ſhould have faid, if any be fo bold and 
daring, ſoover confident and fool-hardy, as to undertake an An- 
ſwer to theſe Queries) 1; is deſired to be Categorical and ſhort, with- 
out any diſcourſes of things n1t demanded. 

Now whether this man do not triumph before the Viftory, or whe- 
rher thoſe Queries be ſo unanſwerable as he believes them to be, is the 
thing under conſideration. And becauſe he hath not only given the 
Challenge, but appointed the Weapon, I thall neither decline the one, 

nor 
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nor the other, but according to hjs own method ſhall undertake his 
Queries in the ſame order as he hath propounded them. 

Qu. r. Whether the Flock and Church of Chriſt (to wh:m was promiſed 
grace and eternal happineſs ) be that company and {ociety of People chriſtened 
im his Name, who by order of Government, Rules, and Decrecs, from him and 
his Apoſiles, were united in Faith, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and manner of Life, 
called Relivion? | 

Anſ. lie Chnrch of Chriſt 1s either Militant or Triumphant, the 
one on Earth, the other in Heaven; of the former of which we are 
na to ſpeak. The Church Militant is either Univerſal, or Particular ; 
the former comprehending all and every Nember of Chritt's Myſtical 
Body, wherefoever diſperſ-d upon the tace of the whole Earth ; the 
latter comprizing only -a certain Number of Ehriitians formed into a 
ſelect Body or Society, under Certain Laws and Rules not dittering 
from thoſe of the Univerſal Church. Such are all Provincial and Na- 
tional Churches ; and though none of them may arrogate to them- 
ſelves the Title of :he One, Holy , Cathclick, and Apoſtclick Church , 
yet none will deny bur that they are true Membersthereof. ThisI have 
premited to prevent confuſion and mitunderitanding : for the confound- 
ing of theſe twoas it often happers in diſcourſes of this kind,hath been 
the occafion of great miitakes, Thoſe of the Romiſh Perſwaſion, by 
the One, Holy, Catholick, and Apoſtclick Church, do utually underſtand 
the Church of R:z2e, which though it be a manifeſt Contradiction, 
being the ſame with a Particular Univerſal], yet do they run away with 
it, and by thar ſpecious and gorgeous Title think to bear down all 
before them, aloud proclaiming that to be the Mother and Miltreſs Ws 
of all other Chi:rches. This thus premiſed, 1 ſhall now be as Catego- * iN 


rical and ſhort in my Anſwer to his Query, as he can defire : Viz. WW. 
That the Flock and Church of Chriit is a Company or Society of Peo- 18% 
ple Chriſtned 1n his Name, who by Order of Government, rules, and 4} 
decrees from him and his Apoltles, are united in Faith, Worthip, Dif- | ay 
Cipline, and Manner of Lite, called Religion. * 3 788 


Qu. 2. Whether by Separation or Excommunication from that Society and 
Unity are loſt thoſe promiſes ? 


An{. Separation and Excommunication are two things, for, though by 
every one that is excommunicated be thereby ſeparated from that bo. ny 
dy, of which before he was a member; yet a man may be in a tate *,.1 8 
of Separation, without being under the dooin of Excommunication. 6: 1s 
For Separation may be a voJuntary A:}, whereas Excommunication is ,” þ Hes 


a formal and Judicial Sentence, delivered by a lawful Judge, authort- 
zed and appoirted by the Church to pronounce the fame ; by virtue 


whereof the ſentenced perſon 1s divided from the Body, ſeparated from 
re 
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the Society, ard ſhut ont of the Communion of God's Church. The 
cale thus tated, my antwet to this Query will be as tolloweth, vis. 

I. Wholoever, upon.any prerence whatſoever, doth ſeparate him- 
{it from the Society and Unity .of the Ove, Holy, Catholick, and Apoj- 
folical Church, doth in ſo doing calt iimtelt out o+ the paternal care 
and protection of God. For, it is a certain and undoubted truth, He 
that hath not the Church for his Mother cannot have God for his Father. 
Ard conſequently can have no pretence. to the promules of grace here, 
or eternal happineis hereatier. 

2. Whoſoever withour juſt cauſe, doth ſeparate himfelf-from the 
Society and Unity of that par'!icular Church of which he 1s a member, 
is guilty ofa ſinful and dangerous Schilm ; and whilit he continues 
therein can have no roaſon to 2xpect the bleſling of thoſe promiſes. 

3. That there may be foine.iimes a juit caule of Separation, as when 
2 Church mals the conditions of ler Communion ſuch, as a man can- 
not communicate with hcr, without fin and danger. Bur in this caſe 
particuiar menbers ought to be mighty wary and cautious; for, it is 
not every diiiatisfaction of their Own, or every irregularity of that 
Cliurch, thar w1!! be a {ufficient cauſe of Separation, unleſs the terms 
of her Communion be manifeitly and apparently ſinful. 

4. That che great end and detign of Excommunication is the repen- 
tance and amendment of the perion excommunicated. It doth not 
therefore make void the promiſes of God, nor utterly deprive the ſen- 
tenced perſon of the benefits thereof, but onely by a temporary cor- 
rection ſhews him his folly and danger, ar.d calis upon him by a time- 
lv repentance and amendment to recover himlelf out of the one, and 
prevent the other. But it muſt be acknowledged, that if a man obſti- 
nately continne in that condition, and live and die under that ſentence, 
tis condition Will be very dangerous. 

'Thetz may terve as general Anſwers to this Query, but if by the 
Separation or Excommunication here mentioned, be meant, ( as no 
queſtign it 1s) a Separation of Excommunication from the Society and 
Unity of the Church of Reme ; Then we have this further to ſay. 

T. ihat the preſent Church of Rome hath ſeparated her ſelf from the 
One, Holy, Cathelick and Apoſtolick Church, by ſetting up fuch Doctrines 
and practices as were never taught, practiſed , nor allowed <&1- 
ther by Cliiit or his Apoſtles, or- their Succeliors in the Primitive 
Charch. 

2. lhatthe preſent Church of Rowe hath made the conditions of her 
Communion, ſuch as none without fn and danger can Commnnicate 
with her, and by that means hath jnſtitied a Separation from her. 

2. ihat the Church of Rowe hath not, nor ever had any lawful 

Power 
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Power or Authority over the Church of England ; nor 412 we Subjett 
tothe Jurisdiction of that See, whether we conſider it as Epiſcopal, or 
as Metropolitan, or as Patriarchal ; and therefore we cannot be juſtly 
charged with a Separation therefrom. lt is true indeed that for ſome 
time ſhe had Tyrannically uſurped an unjuſt power over us, and kept | 
us in Pondage and Slavery to her ; bnt, God. be thanked, we at lair | 
found an opportunity to ſhake off thoſe Chains, and deliver our {elves 


from the ſervirude under which we had fo long groaned. And this we 18 
have done, and are {ti} ready to j.iftifie to the whole world to be no "a 
ſinful Separation. "v8 


. That an Excommunicatron thundered out by the Churcl: of Rome 
againſt us of the Church of England, is but only Brutum fulmen, an 
inſignicant Scare-Crow, Which upon mature confideration, we have no 
cauſe to be afraid of; for ſhe having no power over ns, we are not 
accountable to her, nor ſubject to any ſentence pronounced by her ; 
And therefore notwithitanding that pretended Separation or Excom- 
munication from the Soctety and Unity of that Church, which they 
make ſo much noiſe with, we are in no apprekenſion of loſing the 
benefits. of thoſe promiſes, which God hath made to his One, Holy, 
Catholick and Apoltolick Church, of Grace here and Eternal Happineſs 
hereafter. | 

Qu. 3. Doth Chriſtian Religicn conſiſt in matters of Morality or Ceremeny, | 
of indifferency to be accepred, or rejected, and altered at the Choice Fudgnent WB+ 
and well liking of private Perſons, Corporations, or States ? " 0 

Anſ. Religion in general may be conſidered either in its Eflentials, or $1. 
as it is Cloathed with Circumſtantials. The tormer of which are unalter- 
able, but che latter may be ſubject to change. The Chriitian Religion 
in particular falls under the ſame conſideration, the Being whereof 
conſiſts indeed 1n matters of Morality, which being in::truted and 
ordained by Chritt are not alterable by Men. Bur the order and de- 
cency, which are things neceilary.to the well being of that keligion, 
conliſts in Cerempnies and things indifferent, which are in their own 
nature altcrable,! and being the inititutions of Men, may be alcered by 
Men ; bur not by any private Perſons : For whatſoever hath been | 
eſtabliſhed by the whole Body, cannot be altered by any particular at's 
member, or any number of Men, whoare members of that Body, nor [+ 
by any Authorigy leſs than that, by which at firſt it was eſtabliſhed, "58 
And here the Church of Rowe may do well to conſider by what pow- Wy. 
er and authority ſhe hath made ſfobold with the very Eilentials of che Fi 
Chrittian Religion, altering ſome and adding others, making new Ar- out 
ticles of Faith, which were never taught by Chrift nor his Apoſtles, 
and impoſing them as necetlary to be believed by all thoſeof her Com- 


munion. Qu. 4. 
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Ou. 4. Or 4th it cenji}} in the Laws and Rutesof Faith, and life of Chri- 
trans, {0 impertant and binding, as that by the contempt thereof one muſt lu/e 
Eternal Happineſs e : 

An). This Query is very little ditierent from the former, and hath, 
I think, received a ſufticient anſwer in the {olution of that For by 
matters of Morality there, wherein I ſay the gceing of the Chriſtian 
Religion doth contiit; I mean Moral and unchangeable truths, which 
are to be received and believed by all Chriltians, and Woral aCtions 
which areto be done by them : and for our belief and performance of 
theſe things, we have tuch laws and rules delivered by Chrilt and his 
Apoſtles, as are binding unto all ; the contempt wherot may very 
much endanger, and without a ſerious and ſeaſonable repentance a1d 
amendment will certainty forfeit eternal happineſs. And therefore it 
will highly concern che Church of Rome to conlider, whether ſhe be 
not guilty of ſach contempt, whether in ſome of her publick Orders 
and Decrees ſhe have not apparently contradicted ſome of theſe impor- 
cant Laws and Rules ? 

Qu. 5. Whether thoſe Laws and Rules targht by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles 
bind as well the Chriſtians of ſucceeding Ages (whs could not be preſent to 
fee and hear them) as they beund thoſe who were preſent, beard them taught, 
and ſaw their Original Writings ? By, | 

Anſ. That thete Laws and Rules are as binding to me now, as they 
were to any of the Liſciples in our Saviour's or his Apoſtles time, 1 
willingly grant. And if this conceſſion will do this Enquirer any ſer- 
vice, much gnod may do him with it. For, if the ſeeing of the Ori- 
ginal Writings of Chriit and his Apoſtles, or being preſent to hear them 
deliver thoſe Laws and Rules, were neceliary to make them obligatory, 
then ought we to have Chriſt and his Apoitles come down from Heaven, 
and write and preach the ſame taings over again, not only in every 
Age,but in every year & every day of that year,and in all places of the 
world too. Bur let ns proceed, and ſee what mighty uſe this Enquirer 
will make of this wire drawing this Query. x 

Qu. 6. Whether aftcr the death of Chriſt and bis Apoſi les, and Diſciples, 
by his inftuutun other perſons ſucceſſively m ai Ages were in order choſen, 
and Zuihorized as Pajtours and Church Magiſtrates, to pre/crve, teach, and 
promulgate thoje binding Rules to all Nations ? 

An{. 'that the bleiled Jets, out of his abundant care and-gondneſs, 
for che carrying on of that great work which he had begun, for the 
pron.0Mng of that tivly Religion Which he had inſtitured, and the well 
ordering of that Church which he had founded, did appoint certain 
orders of ?/len. and endow them with gifts which might qualite them. 
for their {rveral employments, we do verily beheye. For St. Paul tells 

us, 
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us, God hath ſer ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Pro- 
phets, thirdly Teachers, after that Mirac!es, then gifts of healing , 
helps, governments, diverſities of tongues, 1 Cor. 12. 28. And in anc- 
ther place he faith, He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 


ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtours and Teachers, Eph. 4 11. But 


that he ever inſtituted any Officer in the Church, by the name of a 
Church: Magiſtrate, I never read, Yer if by his Church-Magiſtrate, 
he mean no more than St. Paul Joth, by Governments, we ſhall nor 
quarrel with him about the word. And that it was the work of theſe 
Officers to preſerve thoſe Laws and Rules which he left;; and to teach 
and promulgate them to all Nations, we readiy grant. But then what 
ſhall we think of thoſe, who either add thereto, or diminiſh therefrom ; 
who either alter thoſe binding Laws and Rules, or make new ones of 
their own, and impoſe them upon others as if they were of eqyal Force 
and Authority with thoſe delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles? I cou'd 
_ eaſily give inſtances, ro ſhew that the Church of Rome is guilty both 
ways ; but I am nor willing to tranſgreſs the merhod which the En- 
quirer hath propounded, by entring upon diſcourſes of things nor de- 
manded. 

Qu? 7. Were they Clergymen or Laymen by whom immediately they were 
choſen, and authorized in thoſe high Fun&1ons ? 

Anſ. We do verily believe, being well afſured by rhe Holy Scrip- 
tures, by the Doftrine and praftice of che Apoſtles and primitive Chri- 
ſtians, and-by the uſage and cuftome of the Church of God in all Ages, 
that it onely appertains to Clergymen, by the ſolemn impoſition of 
hands to ſet apart others to thoſe Sacred Functions, and that they have 
ſufficient Power and Authority to authorize them to perform thoſe 
Holy Offices. I never heard this denied by any of the Reformed Re- 
ligion, and therefore this Enquirer might, if he had ſo pleaſed, have 
ſpared this Query. | | 

Qu. 8. Were all Chriſtians in ſucceeding Ages bound to believe what 
thoſe ſucceeding Paſtonrs or Supreme Church-Magiſtrates taught them, as 
binding Laws of Chrift and his Apoſtles, and that the Writings by them col- 
leted, preſerved, and delivered in a different Language from the Original, 
were the true Coptes of Original Apoſtolick Writings, ,and that the ſentence, 
mmterpretation and uſe thereof deliverea by them in Supreme Councils for unity 
and peace, and to prevent Schiſms and Errours, were Rules which all Chri- 
[*lans were bound to fullow ? : | 

Anſ, This Query is a Song of three parts, to anſwer all which di- 
rely, I ſhall be obliged to take ir in pieces, and confider the parts 
ſeverally. And though the Anſwers thereunto would very well ad- 
mit, and-do almoſt neceflarily require a long diſcourſs; yer I _ 
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ber the Enquirer hath confined me to a Method, which F have promit- 
ted to obſerve,and therefore in my anſivers thereunto I thall be as ſhort 
as poſlible, without entring upon diſcourſes of things not demandec. 

Qu. 1. Were all Chriſtians m ſucceeding ges bound to velieve whad 

. thoſe ſucceeding Paſtors or Supreme Church-AMagiftrates taught tyim,as bin- 

ng Laws of Cori/t end his Apoſtles. | 

£in{, Whatever hath been. taught as a binding Law of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, by all the Paſtors and Governours. of the Churchin ail Ages, 
at all times, and in all places, we have no reaſon to ſuſpe*t. For Chrifs 
hath promiſed to be with his Church to the end of the World,” 4farr. 
28. 20. And to build it upon a Rock, ſo that the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it, AZazr. 16.' 18. And by his ſpirit of truth, to guide 
it into all truth, 7ob. 16. 13. The univerſal Church therefore Leing 
thus ſecured from errour, we have no apprehenſions of being decei- 
ved thereby. But though. we owe this deference to the One, Holy, 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, and the united Body of the Paſtors 
and Governours thereof, yet no particular Churci, nor any , particu- 
lar Paſtor or Governour thereof, nor any number of them, leſs than 
the.whole, have any reaſon to claim the ſame ; for, whilſt Men are 
Men, they are and will be fallible, and. being ſo, they may and often- 
times do err, and though the whole Body cannot yet any particular 
Member may be deceived ; and therefore we ought not grecdily to 
ſwallow all that is taught by them, but to examine well what they 
teach, before we give our aſlent thereunto, otherwiſe we. may calſily 
be impoſed upon. | 

Qu. 2. Were all Chriſtians in ſucceedmg Ages bound to believe, that the 
writings colleted by thoſe ſucceeding Paſtors or Supreme Church-Ma- 
otſtrates, and by them preſerved and delivered in a different Language 
{rom the Original, were the true Copies of Original Apoſtolick Writings ? 

An/. That the Holy Scriptures were faithfully collected and preſer- 
ved. by. the Charch, and that the Copies handed down to us, though 
in a Language dilferent from the Original, are true Copies, we do not 
at all doubt. - For, we cannot imagine that the univerſal Church 
ſhould conſpire together to impoſe a falſhood upon poſterity. Bur 
that theſe Scriptures arethe Word 6f God we . beiieve nat onely upon 
the Authority of the Church, but for ſeveral other reaſons, as this 
Gent. cannot but know, if he have.:been converiant in our Writings : 
which reafons might here fitly be produced, if I were not confined by 
the. Enquirer to a ſhort Mechod,and had promiſed to ovſ{crve.theſame. 
L ſhall therefore onely add that if by being bound to believe.,/he means, 
that it is a binding Law of Chriſt and his Apoſtles,' that for this rea- 
&n.we. ſhould believe.thols. Copies tobe true ; we deny. it, becau'e ' 
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we cannot find any fuch Law delivered by -them. Bur if (by beinz 
bound to believe) he onely mcan, that conlidering by whom they are 
handed to us, we'have no rcaſon to doubt of them ; we readily com- 
ply with him. | 

Qu. 3. Were all Chriſtians in ſucceeding Apes bound to believe, that the 
ſentence, interpretations and uſe of thoſe Il ritings delivered by thoſe Paſtor, 
or Supreme Church: Magiſtrates in Supreme Councils for Unity and Peace, 
and to prevent Schiſms and Errours, were Rules which all Chriſtians were 
beund to follow ? 

Anſ. What this Enquirer meaneth by Supreme Church-Magiſtrates 
and Supreme Councils, is ſomewhat hard to ke underſtced ;; for to con- 
ſtitute two Supremes 4n one and the ſame body will makeit look alittle 
monſtrous. If by the Council being Suprewe, he mcan that is above 
the Supreme Church- Magiſtrate (. e. the Pope, for I do not doubr 
but that he intends him all along by that Expreſſion) I am afraid his 
Holy Father will give him bur ſfnall thanks for that opinion, Bur if, 
by his Supreme Church-Magiſtrate, he mean that the Pope is above 
tha-Council, then what ſignifieth the ſentence or interpretation of a 
Council, it not confirmed by him? So that ti!l chis caſe be rightly ſta- 
ted, and agreed upcn amongſt them, both they and we fhall be ar a 
loſs, whcle declaration is to be the Rule, which we are bound to fol- 
low. We do highly reverence the Authority of Counci's truly gene- 
ral, and for any thing in Ciiference between usand the Church of Rome, 
we dare appeal and ltand to the determination of the four firſt ge- 
neral Councils. But to be Hood winkr, and bound up by aniimplicic 
Faith, to reccive and embrace every thing, that is offered to us, by 
thoſe who ca!l theinklves Paſ.ors, or Supreme C hurch-Magiſtrates, or 
by every Conventio: which calls it ſelf a Supreme Coun, is 'more 
than we can cor:ſent to, and more incecd than either Chriſt or his A- 
poſtles required of their hearers. When ncither the Doctrine prea- 
ched by Chrift, nor the Miracles Ccre by him for the confirmaricn 
of that D»Ctrine, could convince the ſtuLborn and unbelieving Few, 
chat he was the 1//4b, whither doth he ſend them ? he bids them 
ſearch tl.e Scriptures, Job. 5. 39. And St. Pau! highly commends the 
Bereans, ſaying, They were more noble than thoſe ot 7hefſalonica, in 
that they rece.vcd the word with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe thirgs were fo, ./&. 17. 10, 11. Ott 
Saviour and his Apoſtle St. 7 u/, Cid not troub'e their hearers with 
puzling Gueſtions. Whether thoſe Wriiings vicre the Word of God ? 
Low they were aſlured that they were ſo ? What was the ſenſe and 
weaning, of them ? How they care to know it, Cc. Nor id they 
{end them to the Sanhedrim, or any other Council to be inſta-ted 
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therein; but they ſend them direftly and immediately to the Scriptures 
themſelves. It was taken for granted then, and ought to be ſo now, 
that the Writings tranſmitted to them and us, did really and indeed 
contain the Word of God, and both our Saviour and St. Pas! well 
knew, that God had delivered his mind in words fo intelligible, thar 
there was no fear of ſending any one thereufto. And indeed it were 
an unreaſonable thing that every private Chriſttan ſhould be obliged 
to confule what ſenſe and meaning is put upon the Holy Scriptures by 
a general Council, before he receive and embrace them. Nor will ir 
ſuffice to ſay, thar they may learn it from their Paſtors and Teachers, 
tor how ſhall they know that thei Paſtors and Teachers underſtand ir 
any better than they do, or if they do, that they give them the true 
and genuine ſenſe and intefpretation, for they may with as much rea-- 
10n' ſuſpect them, as they can thoſe Copies of the Sacred Writings 
which chey have, though in a Language different from the Original. 
So that at this rate, Chriſtians will te involred in ſuch Intricacies and 
Meanders, that they will never know what they ſhould believe, and 
what not. And therefore, though we have a great veneration for 
what is delivered by Counci!s truly General, yet can we not conſent 
that that is the onely rule which all Chriſtians ought to follow. 

Qu .9. If nct then,What other order was there left by Chriſt and his 4- 
poſtles for the Chriſtians of ſucceeding Ages, to be truly and undoubtedly in- 
formed what Chriſt and has Apoſtles tought, or wrought ſo many _ be- 
fore, as binding Laws to them that ſhould come after, who never heard them 
ſpeak, nor ſaw any of their Original Writings? 

Anſ. Even the ſame which our blefled Saviour recommended to the 
Fews, and St. Paul ſo highly commended in the Bereans, 5. e. to ſearch - 
the Scriptures, which whoſoever doth, and that with an humble and 
teachable temper of mind, may therein eaſily diſcover ſuch evident 
footſteps of Divinity, as will plainly ſpeak their Original, and ſuffici- 
ently inform us whence they are, and by what manner of Perſons 
they were written. Therein may we find all things neceflary to our 
Salvation writ in Characters ſo legible that he that runs may reade 
them, ſo plain and eaſie, that the meaneſt capacity may underſtand 
them. So that to fortifie our perſwaſion that theſe are the Laws and 
Rules delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, if we had no other way 
left us, this alone might ſuffice. But if any private Chriſtian mect 
with any thing therein, which requires ſome help for ſatisfaftion, he. 
hath Paſtors and Teachers at hand to apply himſcif unto, who are an 
Order of men inſtituted by Chriſt for that very end and purpoſe ; 
and in whom, if he hath not ſome apparent reaſon to the contrary, 
he ought to repoſe great confidence. 
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ftors and Supreme Church- Magiſtrates, and to their ſentence niven uDan the 
Controverſies of Religion, riſen in divers Ages, is due, at l:aff, as much 


Credit and Obedience ( although perhaps ſome of them might bg vicious in 


Life) as in temporal matters 1s due to the I aws, Interpretations and Smn- 
zences of Supreme Civil Magiſtrates ? 
Anſ. That as much Credit and Obedience is due to the Teſtimonies 


and Decrees of the Paſtors and Governours of the Church in matters * 


of Religion, as to the Laws, Interpretations and Sentences of Civil 
Magiftrates' in temporal matrers, I readily grant. But then we may do 
well to conſider 'how far thar Credit and Obedience ought toextend 
both in the one and other Caſe. For, as in temporal matters, if the 
Commands of the Civil Magiſtrate do concern macters of Faith, 7. e. 


* things which I am required to believe; in that Caſe his Laws ought 


to be ſoclcar and evident, as .may convince my reafon and judgment, 
otherwiſe I am not bound, by a blind reſignation toſurrender up my 
faith and belief ; for it is not in the power of man to make me think 
otherwiſe thanl do, without ſuch convincing reaſons as may farisfie 
me thar I chink amiſs. Bur if I cannot believe as he would have me to 
believe, yet ought I not by publickly oppoſing his Sentiments, toraiſe 


a Fattion, and thereby diſturb the Peace of that State in which I live. 


Or if the Commands of the Civil Magiſtrate concern matters of Fatt, 
wherein my obedience is required; in that caſe if I can with a ſafe 
conſcienceand without diſobeying God do it, I ought actively to obey 
the Civil Magiſtrate, but if T cannot do it without diſpleaſing God, and 
wounding my own Cgnſcience, in that cafe I ought not to reſiſt, bur 
paſſively toobey ; For, here the Apoſtles Ru'e will hold good. Whe- 
ther it be better to obey God or Man, judge ye ? So in matters of 
Religion. If the Teſtimonies and Decrees of the Paſtours and Gover- 
nours of the Church do concern matters of Faith, I do acknow- 
ledge that there is a great deference due to their ſentence and opini- 
on, and unleſs there be very clear evidence to the contrary, I 
ought rather toſuſpect my own than theirs; yer whatſoever Teſti- 
monies and Decrees are propounded by the Church, they are pro- 


pounded to rational men ; and it muſt necellarily be ſuppoſed, that 


men . ought to exerciſe that reaſon which God hath endowed 
them withall, in judging - of the evidence. upon which thoſe Teſti- 
monies and Decrees are built, which evidences, if they do not prove 
convincing and fatisfaftory, they cannot command their own 
belief; much leſs can any Power or Authority do it. For, to act 
by an implicit faith in that caſe were to act more like Brutes than 


Men. And therefore though we willingly own that there isas much 
| eredic 


Qu. 10. Whether to the Teſtimonies ant Decrees of thoſe ſucceeding Pa | 
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*credit due to them, as to Civj! Magiſtrates in the like cafe, yet can 
we not grant any more. Or if their Teſtimonies and Decrees con- 
can marrers of Fat, wherzin our Obedience is required, z. e. mat- 
ters of Diſcipline, which reſpet the order and decency of Religion, 
we grant that obedience is due to them, and as much obegience as is 
Cuz to Civil Magiſtrates in the like caſe ; yet ſtill a Judgmeat of diſcre-. 
tion is to be allowed to the Subject, how far he can with a ſafe Con- 
«ſcience aftively obey, and when and where he is to exerciſe his pal- 
ſive obcdicfce. | But this caution ought to be obſerved by every pri- 
vate Chriſtian , that by an imprudent management of his ditterenr 
Sentiments he do not diſturb the Peace, nar break the Order and 
Unity of rhe Church. 

Qu. 11. Or bath Chriſt left ſuch liberty to all ſucceeding Chriſt ians, 

that they need not believe, credit, or cbey any the Teſt imonies, Laws, Inte:- 

' pretations, or Sentenccs given by any ſupreme Legal Governours, Civil or Ec- 
cleſiaſtrca!, in their reſpective Councils, further than every particular perſon in 
his private Tadgment ſhall like, chuſe, and accept of ? 

An(. This Query I take to be fully anſwered in the Anſwer to that 
immediately preceding, wherein the cale is piainly ſtated. How far 
che Credit and Obedience of Inferiours is due to the Sentences and 
Determinations of their Superiours, whether Civil or Ecclcſiaſtica]. 
And therefore without ſaying the ſame things over again, or enlarging 
thereupon, T ſhall refer you hereunto. 

Qu. 12. WH huther a few particular perſcs, or ſome few of the Ma- 
nitrates Civil or Fecleſiaſtical, for diſcontent wv differing in Tudgment, 
rrem the united body of the reſt, may under pretence of Conſcience or Refo;- 
matic ſeparate thomſelves from the United b:dy td ſociety, and make 
wew tranſlations and interpretations of written Laws different from the f0,- 
mer, and by force and perſwaſion drayp Perple from their old Society, Un: 
t; and Ovedionce, to new Congregations, Inſtitutions and Rules of their fra- 
ming, rote ond dejÞructive to tie [ormer ? 

-an/, This Query conſifis of ſeveral parts, and thereſore to give a 
diret and appeſite Anſwer thereunto, T ſhail endeavour to obviete 
the ſeveral parts thereof by theſe Propofitions following ,, 17%. 

1. Thar no perſon or numLer of men, whether they be private 
Perſons, or Nſaziſtrates Civil or Eccieliaſtical, ought to ſeparate rhem- 
{elves, on any pretence whatſoever, from the body of the One, Iloly, 
Catholick and Apoſtolics Church, | 

2. That diſconient or dificring jn Judgment -only, are no ſufficient 
2rounds of ſ-paration from any particular Church , whereof we are 
MAlemlers 

3. That a bare pretence of Conſcience and Reformaticn will not 


juſtifig 
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juſtifie a Schiſm, -nor excuſe thoſe who are guilty of a Schifmatical ſe- 


paration eicher in Church or State . For, the: peace of the whole 
Community is far more valuable than any private man's farisfaCtion, 
and ought not to be laid open to the attempts of any Schiſmatical pre- 
renders whatſoever: 

4. That the written and eſtabliſhed, Laws of God or his Vicegerents 
upon Earth, are nor reverſible, nor alterable by any man, or nuny- 
ber of. men. | Becauſe they cannot pretend to thar Authority, by 
which at firſt they were eſtabliſhed, and without rhar they cannor be 
altered. For, if we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any othey 
Goſpel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, ct 
kim be. accuricd, ſaith Sr. Paul. Gal. 1. S. 

Thar it is not lawful for any perſon or perſons who are Mem- 
beis of an eſtabliſhed Church, either: by force or perſwation to draw 


People from the Communion of that Church, and fo break the Unity, 


and diſturb the Peace thereof; or by any Artitices wharſ- ever otter 
to undermine or batter down the Ramparts, 4. e. -. the eſtabliſhed Laws 
and Conſtitutions of that Chureh, | 

Theſe Propoſitions put together, may: aſſes : as a general Anfwer to 
this Query ; but now to apply;chem! to the marrer in hand, :z. e. rhe 
difference between us:-and the Church.of Rome, far on that account 
was the Query propounded. And this I ſhall now do in thele tallow- 
ing particulars. 

1. That the Church of Rare (though ſhe mightily pretend 1 toi) 
is not that One, Holy, Catholick and Apoſtolick Church: That ſhe 
is a Member of the Catholick Church. we grant, thoughy we can 
ſcarce allow. her to be a ſound Member thereof. ; but that ſhe ſhould 
pretend to be the One, Holy, Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, ci- 
ther diffuſive: or repreſentative we: cannot canſent, nor hath ſhe ever 
yet, or ever will be able to; make goad her,claim, thereunto. 

2. Thar the preſent Church of Rome. is guilty of a finfull and {chif 
maticab Separation from the. United Body of the. One,. Holy, Catho- 
lick avd Apoſtolick Church, we: affirm. . And'that for theſe reaſons, 
1. Becauſe ſhe. uſurps an higher place and power in the Body Eccleſ> 
aſtical, than of right is due unto-her, thereby breaking the Union, and 
diſturbing the Peace of rhe Church. 2. Becauſe the hath voluntarily 
divided the Cathohick Church, both in Faith, Worſhip, and Govern- 
ment, by her innovations. 3. By ſeparating, both by her Doctrmes 
and Cenſures, three parts of the Chriſtian World from her Com- 
—_ 1, and as much as in her lyes, from the Communion of Chriſt. 

-By 1 '2belling againſt general Councils, and uſurping ap Authority 
A 23 them. $5. By breaking or taking away all the lines of Apoftolical 

Succ 
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Succeſſion except their own, and-appropriating all Original Jurifdic- 
tion to themſelves. 6. By challenging a temporal power over Princes, 
either direftly or indirectly, which” hath been a great occaſion not 
only of Schiſm in the Church, but of Sedition and Rebellion in the 
Stare. All which inſtances have been charged upon, and made good 
againſt che Church of Rowe by our Writers, and may be ſo again, 
whenever we are called to it. 

3. It is not therefore we that have ſeparated from them, but they 
from us; whilſt we adhere to the united Body of the Holy, Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Church, which they have forſaken. h 

4. Nor is it we but they, who have altered the written and eſta- 
bliſhed Laws of God and his Church, by adding new Articles of Faith, 
ſuch as were never delivered by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, nor caught by 
the primitive Church, nor compriſed in any of thoſe Creeds received 
by che Church ; and making them neceſſary Conditions of their Com- 
munion. As the Doftrines of Supremacy and Infallibility, of Indul- 
gences and Purgatory, of Tranfubſtantiation, &c. 

5. It is they therefore, and not we, who by force and perſwaſjon, 
and by all manner of Arrtifices, endeavour to draw People from the 
Unity and Obedience of the Holy Catholick Church, unto new Con- 
_ gregations, Inſtitutions and Rules of their own framing, oppoſite to, 
and deſtructive of the former. Like the Scribes and Phariſees of old, 
they compaſs Sea and Land to make one Profelyte, and when he is 
made, they make him twofold more the Child of Hell than themſelves. 
Matth. 23. I5. | 

Qu. 13. Whether Perſons ſo afting are better than Rebels and Uſurpers, 
or ſuch as Simon Magus and thoſe that deſerted the Apoſtles to follow him : 
and therefore to be avoided as Perſons ſeparated from the flock of Chriſt ? 

Anſ. That they are no better than fuch as he hath here named and 
deſcribed, we willingly grant ; and upon that very account is it, that 
we now avoid Communion with the preſent Church of Rome. 

* Thus havel given an Anſwer, and I hope a ſufficient one, to theſe 
Enquiries ; and that ſhort, without entring upon diſcourſes of things 
not demanded, or at leaſt, not implyed in thoſe demands ; and ſo ob- 
ſerved the Method propounded by the Enquirer. 
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An Explanation of Roman Catholick's Belief concerning theſe 
IV. Points, Their Church, Worſhip, Juſtification, a»d Civil 
Government, as it was preſemed to ſome Perſons of Quality 
for their particular Satisfaction. 


Heſe are four great Points, and if well and truly explained, the 
Explanation_of them may be of very grear uſe ; bur if otherwile, 

if heon!y guild the Pill, that the Patient may be more eaſily perſwa- 
ded to ſwallow it, it may prove of dangerous Conf;quence ; inſtead 
of informing, ir may debauch the minds and underſtandings of men. 
Let us theretore iook before we leap, let us conſider well whether this 
Explainer hath been honeſt and faithfull in his Explanation, before 


we receive all he faith for Goſpel, And for your aſſiſtance herein, I - 


ſhall fer down his own words, then animadvert thereupon, and 
when that is done, preſent you with both for your betrer ſatisfaction. 


The EXPLAINER. 


1. We believe the Holy Scriptures to ve of Divine Inſpiration and Infalli- 
ble Authority, and whatſcever is therem comtained we firmly aſſent unto 
as to the word of God, the Author of a;l truth. 

But ſince in the Holy Scriptures there are ſome things hard to be under- 
food which the ignorant and unſtable wreſs to their own deſtrutiim, we 
therefore profeſs ( for the ending of all Controverſies in cur Rel:gion, and 
ſerling of Peace in our Conſciences) uo ſubmit our private fTudgments to the 
Fudgment of the Church im a free general Cauncil. 


The ANIMADVERTER. 


1. The Explainer tells us that the Reman Catholicks do egy 
Holy Scriptures to be of Divine Inſpiration and Infallible Auch 
rity, Cc. 

A very fair and good profeſſion, wherein we do heartily joyn with 
ticem; And is ir not a great pity there ſhould be a ſecret reſerve to 
ſpoil and overthrow 1t ? They believe this, bur is this all rhey believe? 
Do they not believe alſo that ſome things which before *the Church's 
delinition of them might have been innocent!y disbelieved, yet after 
th:y are once detined and determined by the Church, to be matrers 
of Faith, and of equal Aurhority with any ocher things delivered by 
Chriſt and his Apoſil:s? Do they not believe alſo thac tome Apocry- 
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phal Books are of Divine Inſpiration alſo, and of as infallible Autho- 
rity as the Wricings of che Prophets and Apoſtles ? Do they nor be- 
lieve Traditions to be the unwritten Word of God, to be divinely in- 
tpired, and of Equal infallible Authoriry wich the written Word ? If 
they do, then the Explainer hath not been fo fair and candid, fo juſt 
and taichfu'l as he ought to havevbeen'in. his Explication ; though he 
hath to'd us the truch, he hath nor told us the whole truth. And 
that rhey do believe all this, though I might cafily produce a Cloud' 
of Witneſſes, and rhoſe none of the leaſt admired of their own Au- 
thours; vet becauſe I defign brevity, I ſhall content my ſelf at pre- 
ſent with the Evidence and Authority of one of their moſt magnitied 
Councils, which they call both free and general, ( though in truth ir 
w25 ncither ! and that is the Council of Trent. Which Sels. 4 $. 
pr. de Canon. Script. takes the Books of Toby, Tudith, +45 jg, Wi/- 
dim, and Maccabees, into the Canon of Scripture, (though they could 
not but know that they never were in the Few:ih Canon, nor ever 
univerſally received by the Chriſtian Church) and anathematized all 
thoſe who do not upon this Declaration believe them to be Canonical. 
And the ſame Council, in the ſame Sels. profeſſes to receive and reve- 
Tence Traditions with no leſs pious Atﬀettion, than the Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament ; and that not in matter of Rite and Hiſtory 
only, but of Faith and Manners alſo. Now what is this but to.add to 
the Scriptures, and to accuſe them of inſufficiency and imperfection ? 
And if fo, then what doth this Explainer do, but deceive thoſe Perſons 
of Quality, to whom he preſents this as the Summ of their Belieſ? 

Bur the Fx2/aimer goes on, and faith, fince in the Holy Scriptures 
there are ſome things hard to be underſtood, which the ignorant and 
unſtable wreſt to their own deſtruction, And here I thall by the 
way only remarque theſe two things. | : 

I. The Apoſtle indeed faith there are ſome things hard ( but not 
impoſſible) to be underſtood. For, if men will uſe the means, if they 
will apply themſelves with an humble and teachable remper of mind 
diligently to reade the Holy Scriptures, if they will ſeriouſly meditate 
on what they reade, and earneſtly and devoutly pray unto God for 
the aſſiſtance and direCtion of his Holy Spirit therein ; the difficulty 
may be removed, and they may be enabled rightly to underſtand thoſe 
Scriptures, at leaſt ſo far as is neceſſary for them to know. 

2. The Apoſtle tells us, to whom thoſe things are hard to be un- 
derſtood, wiz. the ignorant and unſtable. So that the difficulty ſeems 
to be not in the things themſelves, but in the incapacities of men. 
For, if men will be ignorant ſtill, and not uſe the means to know bet- 
ie: ; or if they will content themſelves with ſome airy Notions, which 
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float and fluctuate in the brain, without ever endeavouring to bring 5h 
them to a conſiſtency ; not only ſome, bur all things in Scripture, and 
even the cleareſt declarations of the Church may. be hard to be under- 
ſtood by them, and ſo they will be as much ar a loſs in the one as in 
the other. But how much this Text is mifunderitood and miſapplied, 
a Reverend and Learned Divine of our Church, in a Treatiſe intitu- 
led, Search the'Scriptures, hath plainly demonſtrated, to which I refer 
the Reader. Bur let us ſee what Inference he draws from hence , 
Therefore (faith he) we profeſs (for the ending of all Controverſies 
in our Religion, and ſettling of peace in our Conſciences) to ſubmit 
our private Judgments to tke Judgment of the Church in a free General 
Council. 

In which Inference I cannot but remarque theſe things. 

r. This Inference doth plainly imply a neceſſity of a viſible Judge 
of Controverſies, to whom, in all matrers in ditterence, there ſhould 
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be an Appeal, and whoſe deciſion ſhould be final. Now if this be re- 

ally ſo, Then, 1. It is mighty ſtrange that Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who 
b pretended faithfully to deliver the whole mind and will of God to 1 
# mankind, ſhould never once mention ſuch an Officer in the Church. | at 
C Or, 2. If they ſhould cmit to menticn ſo neceſſary a thing in their ip 
/ writings, and only deliver it by word of mouth to their immediate | "ma 
o Succellors, it is no leſs ſtrange thar they ſhou'd either not know, or 14! 
? never make uſe of ſuch an Expedient for the ending of thoſe Contro- 7 
IS verſies that aroſe in their days. 3. We muſt conclude, that cither _ Kb 
the Church hath been mighty careleſs of her own peace, or that this RY 
j Judge hath been very negligent in his buſineſs, to ſuffer ſo great and ' TD 
d ſo fatal Controverſies to continue ſo long in the Church of God, 4 # 
& when there was ſo ready a wav to put an end to them. | 7 
2. Our Expl/aner in this Inference acquaints us with the great ends, '"* 
Xt ſor the ſake of which ſuch a Judge 1s neceſſary : viz. The ending of _ " Hy 
y all controvertiesin our Religion, and ſettling ot peace in our Conſcien- | 18g 
d ces. Theſe indeed are great things, and greatly to be deſired. Bur Fe 
(C whether there be any tuch Expedient, or it there be, whether it te * + 
I ſufficient for thele ends, are the things in queſtion. Now, that from nw: 
y the firſt foundation of the Chriſtian Church to this very day, theſe iy, 
lc 2reat ends have not been univerſally attained, is very plain and evi- ' + ih 
dent ; which to me is a very great Argument that either Ged never . 
as in{titured any ſuch expedient, or it he did, that it was not ſutticient ek 
NS | 


tor theſe ends ; which wouid be a mighty refiection upon the power 
in. and wiſedom of God. 


2 Bur becauſe ſome things in Scripture are hard to be underſtood, doth 
ch it therefore necellarily tollow that there mult be a viſible Judge of Con- 
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eroverfies, to deliver the ſenſe of thoſe places to us, without whom we 


can never attain thereunto, and from whoſe decifion there lies no ap- 
peal 2 I confefsI cannot lee the neceM ity of rhis conſequence : For, if 
it be granted, as it is on all hands, that he Scriptures which we now 
hare ure the Word of God, revea'ed bv him, and of infallible Aurcho- 
rity, we muſt be'ieve thar either God would not, or. could not explain 
his mind to the fons of men in words as plain :nd intelligible as any 


ſuch Judge will or can dn, or elfe there can be no fuch neceſſiry of any 


fuch Judge upon that account If there be no «ther way toattain the 

ſenſe of Scriprure, bur only the decition of ſuch a Judge, then whar 

wiv or means is lefr us to underſtand the ſenfe of the "declaration of 

that Judge? will there not want another Judge to determine that, and 
ancther to ain this, and fo i mfinirum ? 

Bur ler us tor once fſuppofes though we do not grant it, that there 
ought to be a Judge of Controverſies in order to the attaining of theſe 
great ends, let us tte how he ought to be Qualified, and where we 
thall find him. This Judge mult be a perſon or number of pcople, 
who muſt have a ſuperiority not only of order, but influence over all 
others, to whoſe deciſions and dererminations all Chriſtizn people 
ought | to conform their judgments and prat ices. Nor muſt that influ- 
ence be precarious but authorirative, for nothing can warrant their Im- 
poſitions, but the Authority by which they are impoſed : INor can any 
Authority fuffice to oblige mankind to believe that, which is neicher 
neceſſary as to its matter, nor evident as to its pro: f antecedent!y to 
the definition of ſuch an Authority, but only fvch an one as is intalli- 
ble. Now where ſhall we nnd ſuch an one, ſezing there are 6 many 
pretenders to it? It we believe the Popes them(clves , the Feſmits, and 
the reſt of the high Papalims, then his holineſs will carry away the Bell; 
but if we believe General Counci! s, and thoſe who defend their Supre- 
macy, then they will carry it from the Pope ; and if we believe others 
of equal credit, then the Catholick Church diffuſive will carry it from 
both. So that if there ought to be ſuch a Fudge, you ſec it is not a- 
greed upon among themſelves who he is. Bur, 

3- Our Expl/amer determines this Controver T ic, telling us, that it is 
the Judgment of the Church in a free General Council, that we ought 
to ſubmit to. | 

And in this we heartily joyn with him, for we profeſs to have as 
great a deference for the Judgment of the Church in a free 
General Council, as they have or can have, and to have as great a 
regard to the ſenſe of the whole Chriftian Church in all Ages ſince the 
Apoſtles as they, nay it may be greater than they will prerend to 
have; for, we are fo far from declining it, that as to the matters in 
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difference bqtween them and us, we appeal thereunto, and are wil. 
ling to be conc'uded thereby ; being as well aliured as the Records 
of thoſe Azts ſtill remaining can alfure us, rhat it is on our f:ie, Bur 


if by Ch-rcþ here, ke mean the preſent Church of Rome, as it lands - 


divided ſrofn other Communions, we deny that the hath eny more au- 
thority t9/tm poſe a ſenſe of Scripture upon us, than ws upon her, or 
«ny other' parcicular Church upon either of us. Or if by Cownorls, he 
mean thoſe Weſtern Counci's whica have been held in theſe parts of 
the World in latter Ages, we cannot allow them either to Le free or 
general, and con{cquearly cannot grant, nor have they any reaſi1 ro 
Clain any fuch aurhority over us Bit if by C-uzci/., he mean thoſe 
primitive Councils, which indeed were the moſt free and genera!, and 
bet deſerved tobe {tyied the Church Repreſentative; we have 'ugreat 
a veneration for their Opizion and Judgment, that we ſhill nordeciine 
t2 ſubmit the Linpirage of our Caiſe to them. Burt what is all rhis to: 
the preſent Charch of Ke, which ar this Gay ſo arrogantly claims «x 
right and authority to interpret Scripture, and impoule her fenſe upon 
us? For, unleſs ſhe can prove her lei ;::falliiile, all her pretended 
authoriry in this caſe will fa'l © the ground : It the be indeed infalli- 
ble, ſhe would do well to ict the word kitow whence ſhe had her In- 
fallibility. She muſt have ic either immetiarely from God, or by de- 
legation from the Carholick Churcn dittuive; It from God, ler her 
produce her Charter ; It from the Catholics Church diffuſive, then 
it depends upon her authority, and by the ſame authority ſhe mav re- 
call it again when ſhe pleaſerh : So that upon thus ground it will prove 
but a very Fallible Infall:v:lity. We know ſhe challenges ir by virtue 
of thoſe promiſes of the Spirit in the Scriptures, which promiſes they 
themſelves do confeis ro have been made only to the Catholick Church; 
and therefore, though an Infallibility, even in Judgment, were grant- 
ed to belong to the Catholick Church, yer that can ſignifie nothing to 
her, rill ſhe hath proved her ſelf to' be that Catholick Church, to 
which alone thoſe promiſes confeſledly belong. 

Thus you ſee how candid and faithfull our Exp/ainer hath been in 
this firſt Point; and now let us examine whether he acquit himſelt any 
better in the next. | 


The EXPLAINER. 


2. We humbly believe the Sacred Myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity, One E- 
ternal Almighty and Incomprehenſible God, whom onely we adore and wor- 
ſhip, as alone having Sovereign Dominion over all things, t9 whom alone, 
(1 Tim. 1, 17.) we acknowledge as due from Men and zingels all Glory, 
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Serwice 2d Obedience ; abvorring from ow Hearts, as a moſ} deteſta bld 
Sacriieze, 10 give our Creators Honour to any Creatures what{vever. And 
there/ore we ſolemnly protej# , Toat by the Prayers we addre(s to Angels ane 
Saints, we intend uo other than humbly to ſolicit their aſſiſtance before the 
1 rone of God, as we deſire the Prayers of one another here upon Earth, not 
that we pope any thing from them as Origina! Authours thereof, but from 
God the Fountain of all Goodneſs through Feſ:rs Chriſt our onely Mediator 
and Redeemer. EN 
Neither do we believe any divmity or veriue to be in Images, for which 
t hey ought to be worſnimped, as the Gentiles 4i4 their Idols . but we retain 
74 them with due and decent reſpett in our Churches, as Inſtruments, which we 
find by experience do often ajjiſf our mernories and excite our affe&t ons. 


The ANIMADVERTER. 


Our Explainer here, in behalf of the Roman Catholicks, makes a very 


| good confeſſion of Faith, telling us, "Thar they humbly believe the 
'% ſacred myſtery of the bletſed Trinity, One Erernal, Almighty and In- 
| compreheniible God, whom only they adore and worſhip, as alone 
; having Sovereign Dominion over all things, to whom alone ( 1 Tm. r. 


17.) they acknowledge as due, from Men and Angels, all glory, ſer- 
vice and obedience, abhorring from their hearts, as a moſt deteſtable 
Sacrilege, to give their Creator's honour to any Creatures whatſoever. 

This is true Primitive Chriſtianity, good Catholick Divinity without 
any mixture of Popery, and is it not great pity that any thing ſhould 
be added thereto, or mixed therewith, to ſpoil ſo good a Confeſſion ? 
Thus far we can readily and heartily joyn with them: but when they 
ſuperadd Articles of their own, ſuch as were never delivered by- Chriſt 


'1Þ or his Apoſtles, nor owned by the primitive Catholick Church, and 
y ſer them in-equal place with thoſe of Divine Revelation, and primitive 
18 practice ; then we cannot keep pace with them, butare forced ro- ſtay 
"ih behind, and fit down contented with primitive Chriſtianity ; ſothar in 
le truth ir is not we that leave them, bur they that leave us, and conle- 

{8 | quently are guilty of the Separation. 
| And this is the caſe here between us and our Explainer. For after 


all chis glorious profeſſion of adoring and worſhipping the One Erernal 
Almighty and Incomprehenſible God and him only , and abhorring 
che giving of his glory to any Creatures as a moſt dereſtable Sacrilege; 
he introduceth Pravers to Saints and Angels , and the Worſhip of or 
before Images, as things equally necellary to be performed by Chriſti- 
ans. Now , if Pravers and Adoration be aQts of religious worthip , 
and the Objetsto which they are ottered be Creatures, then it muſt 
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needs follow, that either all Religious Worſhip is not due to God =Y 


lone, or elſe rhat they do give part of his honour to ſomething that is 
not God. It is true indeed that he endeavours to palliate theſe prac- 
rices with ſome pretended qualifications, thereby ro ſhift off the weight 
of this charge which liech ſo heavy upon them; bur they are fo thin 
and threedbare , ſo empty and inſigniticant, and have been ſo miſera- 
bly baffled of late,” eſpecially in the Anſwer to A Papiſ# Miſrepreſented 
and Repreſented, as allo in two other little Treatiles, che one intituled 
A Diſcourſe concerning Invocation of Saints, printed in the year 1684, 
and rhe other inrituled, 4 Diſcourſe concerning the Ovjett of Religiurns 
Worſhip, &c. printed 1685, that I cannot but admire at our Zxpiziner's 
confidence to produce them at this time. Theſe Treatiſes are, or up- 
on eaſfe terms may be, in every man's hands ; and there is therein ſo 
much ſaid upon this Subjeft, and ſo much to the purpoſe, as may very 
well ſpare me the labour of enlarging thereupon; to them therefore I 
ſhall refer the Reader for further ſatisfaftion. But by theſe ſhort Re- 
marques, which I have made upon this part of our Explamer's Con- 
feſſion, it is plain that he hath been no more candid. and ingenuous in 
this than in the former, Let us therefore try him in the nexr. 


The EXPLAINER. 


3. We firmly believe, that no force of Nature , er dignity of our beſ? 
Works can merit our Juſtification, but we are Fuſtified freely by Grace , 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, (Rom. 3. 24.) And thou 
we ſhould by the grace of God perſevere unto the end in a godly life, and 
holy obedience to the Commandments ; yet our hopes of eternal glory, are ſtill 
built upon the mercy of God, and the merits of Chriſt Jeſus. 

All other Merits, according to our ſen/e of the ward, ſignifie no more 
than Attions done by the aſſiſt ance of God's Grace, to which it hath pleaſed 
his goodneſs to promiſe a Reward, A Dofrine [0 far from being un{uttable 
to the ſenſe of the Holy Scriptures, that it is their principal deſign to invite 
and provoke us to a diligent obſervance of the Commandments, by promiſing 
Heaven as a reward of our obedience. 1 Tim. 4 $8. Rom. 2.6. Rom. 8. 13. 
Hebr. 6. 10. Nothing being ſo frequently repeated in the word of God, as 
hs gracions promiſes to recompence with everlaſt ing #lory the Faith and Obe- 
dience of his Servants. Nor is the bounty of God barely according to our 
IWorks, but high and plentifull even beyond our Capacities, giving full mea- 
ſure, heaped up, and preſſed down, and running over, into the boſomes of 
all that love him. Luke 6. 38. #3 

Thrs we believe the merit or rewardablene}s of holy living, (both which 
ſignifie the {ame thing w#h ns) ariſe not from the ſelf value even of our be? 
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a7; ns, as ther ar e curs, but from ibe grace and bounty of God, And for 
C10 ous We ſincere! 'F profeſs, when we have _ all thoſe things kb 
are cenmantded us, we are unprofitable Ser va ' Luke 17. IO9. ) having 
d:ne nothing but that which was cur Duty ;, /v " in cur beaſting is not m 
our ſelwes, 1 but oe cur Glory 1s im Chrij#, 


The ANIMADVERTER 


TF this be really the Paith of Roman Catholicks, we ſhall not ſtick to 
acknowledpe it is ours too, and then we ſhall have no occaſion to dif- 
fer in this point. Þuc I am afraid our ſo near an Agreement is too good 
news to be true ; Our Z>p/ainer, 1 doubr, hath either miſtaken or to 
cain a Profelyte, or for ſome other end which might be ſerviceab!e to, 
Holy Church, kath very much nr-pheroyy, the Doctrine of his 

own Church in this poinre. For ſureI am, the Council of T:czt, which 
they ſ much magnitie, and on whoſe deciſions they ſo much depend, 
hach a quire. different Notion of Juſtification and Merit. That Council 
atter ſome Months debate upon the Point of Juſtification, at laſt came 
to a-decifioh, and declared, That the only formal Cauſe of our Ju- 
ſtification is ' God's Juſtice, not by which he himſelf is juſt, bur by 
which he makes us jult ; wherewith being endowed by him, we are 
renewed 1n the Syirit of our Minds, and are not only reputed, but 
are madetru!y Jalt ; receiving every man his own meaſurc of juſtice, 
which the Holy Ghoft divides ro him, according to ezch man's pre- 
diſpoſirion of himſelf, and co operation And withell denouncerh a 
flar Anarhema to all thoſe who ſha!l dare to ſay, that we are for- 
mally juſtified by Chritt's righreoufnefs, or by the ole mpuration of 
thac righreouthets, or by the ſole rernitlion of our ſins, and not by our 
inherent £race, di Fuſed into our hearts by the H; ly Ghoſt. Se//. 6. 
Con. 10, 11. Andthefame Council, fj peaking ” the Merit of good 
Works, faith, Ifany man ſhall ſay, th: it rh; vord Worls of a juſtified 
Perton do not truly merit _ increaſe of Grace and eternal Life, Jer 
him be Anathema. S-//. 6 Ca | 

Now one would thiuk the hics were very eaſie, which of theſe 
to believe, whether the C ouncil of Trot or this Eaplainey The ac- 
counts they give are tgo Cittercnt to be both believed ; at Feun there 
Leany queſt n which of the *M 13 Moſt authoritative ? Cn Our 
Exp plu ner mutt be a very bo! & Perſon, who in defiance of fuch a cele- 
brared Council, Curft de!': er whar hc hath done for the keliet of Re 
wan Cith libs wn this 501 and he muſt look upon his Perſons of * 
Quality, to whom he preſents it, as a4 parcel of unthinking and incon- 
literate Anima! & Who would ſwallow a: i thing without Examination. 
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Eicher he was in earneſt, or he had a mind t» put a cheat upon 
chem; it the latter, he plainly diſcovers how good a Chriſtian, an 
how true a Catholick he is. If the former, turcly* he did nor well 
conſider, how fatal the Conſequences of that Dofrine wou'd be to 
che Church of R-zze. For, rt, If this be really the Faich of Reman 
Catholicks, the'1, What becomes of that gainful Trade of Indu'gences, 
which is wholly founded upon the Treaſure of the Church, wherein 
are heaped up piles of fatisfactions of Saints, of which the Pope only 
keeps the Keys, and hath power to diſpenſe them where he liſts. 
There was a time indeed, when Indulgences were look'd upon to 
be nothing elſe but a Mitigation or Relaxation, upon juſt Cauſes, of 
Canonical Penances, which are or may be enjoyned by the Paſtors of 
the Church on penitent Sinners, according to their ſeveral Degreesof 
Demerits. But this is a Doctrine out of date with the preſent Church 
of Rome , inſomuch that Greg. de Valentia faith, That this Opinion 
ditters not from that of the Hereticks, and makes Indu!gences to be 
uſeleſs and dangerous things, de Indulg. c. 2. And their great Cham- 
pion Bellarmine, among ſeveral other Arguments againſt this Doctrine, 
brings this for one, That if this were ſo, there would be no need of 
the Treaſure of the Church, which he takes a great deal of pains to 
prove to be the Foundation of Indulgences. Bur, 2. What will be- 
come of the profitable Doctrine of Purgatory, which .is built upon 
Indulgences, and they upon the Treaſure of the Church, wherein 
the Merits of Saints arc kept, to be diſpenſed by the Pope for the de- 
livery of Souls out of Purgatory ? Bur, 3. What will become of the 
Pope's Cotters, which being once emptied, and this Spring dried up, 


which ſhould have ſupplied them, can have no profpet of any &- | ' 
ther ſo efteCtual way to repleniſh. them again. Had our Explainer "0s 
we!l conſidered theſe ill Conſequences of his Explanation, he would WY 
certainly have thought of it more than ance, before he had expoſed it. ; i900 
I carinot imagine what ſhould perſiwvade him to ſuch an Explanation, . 18 
un'eſs he had obtained a diſpenſation: to guild his Bait, the more eafily wk 
to catch what he ang/ed for. And if this be ir, is it not a great Ar- ., $20 
gument of the Candour and Ingenuity of our Exp/ainer, and a mighty 73 
motive to his Perſons of Quality to ſwallow all that ſhall be propoun- * Wt 
ded by him ? R 
And now we are come to the laſt point which he undertakes to ex- 4h 
plain, and ſhall examine whether he be more ingenuous in that than be, 


he hath bcen in che other. 
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The EXPLAINER. 


4. We firmly belteve and highly reverence the Moral Law, being ſo 4 
lein!y delivered to Moſes upon the Mount. Exodus 20. Matth. 19. Ecclef. 
12 12. [oexpreſly confirmed by cur Savicur in the Goſpel, and containing 
m it-{elf ſo perfett an Abriagment of cur wiole Duty both to God and 
Mean. 

IWhich Moral *Law we believe chliges all men to proceed with faithful- 
nels and ſincerity in their mutual Ccntratts one towards anther, and there- 
fore our conſtant profeſſion is, That we are meſt ſtritily and abſolutely buurd 


to the exact and mtire performance of cur promiſes made to any Perſons of 


woat Religion ſcever, much more to the Magiſtrates and Civil Powers 

under whoſe Protection we live, whom we are taught by the IWVord of God to 
e y . S . | 

evey not only for fear but Con{cience ſake, and to whom we will moſt faith- 


fully chſerve cur Promiſes of Duty and Ovedience , notwithſtanding any 


Dyjpen/atim, Abſolution , or other proceedings of any foreign Power: 6r 
Autnority whatſoever. : 

Wherefore we utterly d:ny and renounce that falſe an1 ſcandalous Poſition, 
That Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks, as moſt uncharitavly impu- 
ted to tur Prattices, and moſt unjuſtly pinned upon cur Religion. 


Theſe we fincercly and ([clemnly profeſs, as im the ſight of Ged, the 
J Y d ) * Qs ; 4 7 


ſearcher of all hearts, taking the words plainly and ſimply in their uſual and 
familiar ſenſe, without any Equivocation or Aental Reſervation what /cever. 


C | The ANIMADVERTER. 


Our Exp/aimer would have the World believe, that thoſe of his 
Communion do highly reverence, and have a mighty regard for the 
Moral Law. We do the ſame ; but we know and believe the Second 
Commandment to be part of that Law, and therefore dare not be 
ovilty of Image-Worſhip, which perhaps the Zxplainer did not think of. 

He further tells us, that they believe, that this Law doth contain 
in it ſelf a perfet Abridgment of our whole Duty both to God and 
Man. We believe the ſame, and we do further believe, that whoſo- 
ever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yct offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all. Fames 2.10, And therefore we dare not. worſhip Images, 
nor give divine Honour to any Creatures, nor difobey Magiſtrates, 
nor deal falſly with our Neighbours under any pretence whatſoever, 
nor do any thing that is there forbidden, nor leave undone any thing 
that is there commanded. Whether the #xpl/ainer thought of all this, 
{know not ; bur he cannot but know that the Practices of thoſe of 
his Communion arenot correſpondent thereunto. But 
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But the two great things that he would have the World be'ieve of 
chem upon the Credit of his Explanation, are theſe, wiz. Their fin- 
cerity and Loyalty, which he would fain inſinuate to be the narural 
Oltspring of their Principles, and the conſtant Rule - of their Practices. 
Thele therefore are the things which we are now to take under Con- 
ſideration, and that we may be the more clear therein, I ſhall cont;- 
der them ſeverally. | 
1. And firſt as to their pretence of ſincerity. The Explainer telis 


_ us, They believe, That the Moral Law obliges all men to proceed with 
faithfulneſs and ſincerity in their mutual Contracts one towards ano- 


ther, and therefore their conſtant profeſſion is, that they are molt 
ſtrictly and abſolutely bound to the exact and intire performance of 
their promiſes made to any Perſon of what Religion ſoever. And 
as an Argument to evince the truth hereof, he farther tells us, that 
they utterly deny and renounce, that falſe and tcandalous poſition, 
That Faith 1s not tobe kept with Hereti:ks, as moſt uncharicably imputed 
totheir PraCtices, and moſt unjuſtly pinned upon their Religion. 

If this polition, That Fatth is nt tr ve kept with Hereticks, be untruly 
charged upon thein, then we muſt acknowledge that ir were uncha- 
ritable to impute it to their practices, and unjuſt to pin it upon their 
Religion; bur if it appear to be the Doctrine and Practice of their 
Church, then ic will undouvted:y overthrow all their pretentions t 
Faithfulneſs and Sincerity. 

And that this 1s reaily the Doftrine and Practice of their Church, 
we have the ſutirage of a whole Council, by them ſtyled General, v:z. 
the Council of Cen/tance, by whom this Doctrine was own(d, athr- 
med and practiſed. And fohn Hulf, Hiercmm of P raoue, and Savanarola, 
though they had the publick Fanh tor their ſafe condu@ and return, 
yer in detiance thereof, by virtue of this Doctrine, they were pro- 
cceued againſt, ard ſevere!y fuittered. Thelame thing was alfotiercely 
difputed in the Diet at //orms, 1n the caſe of Luther, And had net 
C.e/ar been a better Chriſhan than the Eccletiaſticks, and more a Gnen- 
rleman than his Holyneſs, Luther, norwichſtanding his Safe Conduct, 
had not returned ſafely from thence. Bur left any fecutar Princes 
hereatter, ſhould, either chrough Scruple of Conſcience, or 1n point 
of honour, think thernſeives obuged to keep their Word, and fo hin- 
der them) of tteir prey when it is in their hunds ; the Doctrine is now 
improved, and we are told, There are two diſtinct tribunals, and the 
Eccleſiaſtical 1s the Superiour : and therefore, if a ſecular Prince gives 
his Subjects a Safe Conduct, he cannot extend it to the ſuperior "Fri- 
bunal, nor by any lecurity given hinder the Biſhop or the Pope to 
exerciſe their Juriſdiction, Becan:rs im 1 heol, Scholaje, 
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This Dotrine is alſo confidently taught, and the practice thereof 
encouraged by their moſt eminent Dnttors and Caſuiſts. Some in- 
ſtances whereof (for it would fill a Volume to give you all) I ſhall 
now preſent vou with for your better ſatisfaction in this point. . 

Caiciinal 7 ler. de inſtruc. Sacerd. [. 1. c. 13. exprelſly avows, That 
if a man be bound by the Bond of Fidelity or Oath, he ſhall be freed 
trom that Bond, if lie, ro whom he is bound, fall inro Fxcommunica- 
con; and during that, Debtors are abfolved from the Obligation of 
paying to the Creditor that debt which is contracted by words. And 
the ſame Tvler. /. 4.c. 21, 22. poſitively declares, That Equivocation 
upon Oarh before a Magiſtrate is lawtull. 

Thomas & Feſu the Carmelite, de cover Gentium, dub. 4. p. 218. puts 
this queſtion, Whether one that denveth it, when he is asked by an 

Heretick whether he be a Prieſt, or,a-Religious man, or whether he 

heard divine Service, doth fin againſt the Confeſſion of Faith ? To 
which he anſwers, No. For that is no denying himſelf to be a Chri- 
ſtian or Catholick. For it is lawtfull to difſemble or hide the Perſon of 
a Clergyman, or a Religious man, without a Lye in words, left a 
man be betrayed and in danger of his life ; and for the fame cauſe he 
may lay by his Habit, omit Pravers, and becauſe humane Laws for 
the moſt part bind not the Subjects Conſcience, when there is greac 
hazard of life, as in this caſe 4zorins hath well caught. | 

And Cardinal Telct. de Inſtrutt. Sacerd. 1. 8. c. 39. n. 4. thus deter- 
mines a Caſe propounded. If ( faith he ) rhe times be hard, or the - 
Judge unequal; a man that cannot ſell his Wine at a due price, may 
lawfully make his meaſures leſs than 1s appointed ; or mingle water 
with his Wine and ſell it for pure, ſo he donotlye; and yerit he doth, 
it is no mortal ſin, nor obligeth him to reſtitution. Aman may ſwear 
to poſitive untruths by the Law of directing the Intention , faith F. 
Southwel, Tratt. de Equivocat. c. 8. p. 42, 43. 

If a man hach taken an Oath of a thing honeſt and lawfull, and in 
his power ; yet if it hinders him from doing a greater good, the Pope 
can diſpenſe with his Oath, and take off the obligation, ſaith Canus 
Biſhop of the Canar. Relett. de penitent. | | 

It a man hath promiſed to a Woman tomarry her, and is betrothed 
to her, and hath ſworn it; yet if he will, before the Confſummation, 
enter into a Monaſtery, his Oath ſhall not bind him, his promiſe is 
null ; but hisſecond promiſe that ſhall ſtand, He that denies this is 
accurſed by the Council of Trent. Seſs. 8. Can. 6. 

Iam weary with tranſcribing ſuch nauſeous ſtuff, and therefore o- 
mitting many more, I ſhall only add one inſtance more. Pope Pius 
Y. upon occahion of ſome Miſſtonaries to be ſent into England, —_— 
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That if they were ſummon'd before the Judges, rhey mighc 
Sophiſtic® jurare & Sophiſtice reſpondere; and that they were nor 
bound ta anſwer according to the intention of the Judges, but 
accoraing to ſome true ſenſe of their own; z. e. which was made 
true by the heip of a Mental Reſervation. 4pud. G. Abbot. de Mendacio, 
&c.inpref. p. b, &c. | | 

By theſe inſtances you may perceive that the Dottors and Caſuiſts 
of the Romijh Church are not of our Explainer's opinion ; which to 
me is a very great Argument, that he hath nor dealt ſo fairly and 
candidly as he ought to have done in his Explanation. Ir may be 
he will cell us that theſe were but private Perſons, and that the Do- 
Etrine of their Church is not to be meaſured by their private Opi- 
nions, which if he do, I ſhall readily own, That the private Opinions 
of particular men ought not, in reaſon, to be charged upon thar 
Society to which they belong ; And if ſo,then our Explamer ought nor 
to take it amiſs, if we do not receive his Explanation as the Doc- 
trine .of that Church of which he pretends to be a Member. Buc 
if the united force of the Council of Conſtance, and that of Trent 
( both which they themſelves reckon to be General) with the concur- 
rent opinions of ſo many eminent Doctours and Caſuiſts of their 
own Church too (none of which, that we know, have ever recei- 
ved the leaſt check for publiſhing their opinions ) if theſe, I ſay, will 
outweigh any Authority which this Explanation” can pretend to, 
then what becomes of all this goodly Profeſſion which he here 
makes? where ſhall we. find all that faithfulneſs and ſincerity which 
he here boaſts of ? if making and breaking of promiſes, if ſwearin 
and forſwearing, if the violation of all the moſt ſacred Bonds, where- 
with mankind can be obliged, may paſs for faithfulneſs and in- 
cerity, we may expect great ſtore of it amongſt them. And indeed 
whilſt there is a power given to the Pope to diſpenſe with Oaths 
and Promiſes, and a liberty given to the People to make good all 
they ſay or ſwear by the Law of directing the Intentions, by 
the Power of Equivocation, and the force of Mental Reſervati- 
on, I cannot ſee any reaſon why we ſhould expect better. Bur 
if this be the Faithfulneſs and Smicerity they boaſt of, we bleſs 
God that we know none ſuch amongſt us; and we hope this 
will never prove an Argument ſufficient to perſwade any* of ours ns 
to deſert the Communion they are of, for a Communion that - ; 
allows ſuch things as theſe. And thus have I given you .an ac- 
count of their Faithfulneſs and Sincerity. | 

2. The other thing which he boaſts of is, :heir Loyalty. Forhe tells - 
:35, They are moſt ſtrictly and abfolucely bound ro an exact and entire 8 
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performance cf their promiſes made to the Magiſtrates and Civil Pow- 
crs under whole protection they live, whom they are taught by the 
word of God to obey, nor only for fear but Conſcience ſake, and to 
whom they will moſt faithiully obſerve their promiſes and duty of O- 
Ledience, notwithiranding any ditpenfation, abſolution, or other pro- 
ccedinus of any torcion Power or Authority whatſcever. 

We Go indecd tirmly beleve, That both they, and we,and all Sub- 


yes are moſt ſtrictly and abſolutely bound to an exact and entire per- 
Hormance of all thoſe promites which we make to Magiſtrates and Ci- 


vil Powers, alu that there is no power on <carth either Foreign or 
Domeſtick that can Citpence with our Oaths and Promiles, or ablolve 
us from our Duty and Allegiance. But whether this be the Belief of 
Ryman Catho/ick; Wwe are not fo well aflured : If we will take it upon 
the bare word of cur Explainer, 1t 1s; but having found him faulty and 
dilingenuous in the former points, we may ſuſpect him in this, and 
therctore muſt not ſwallow all that he faith for Goſpel, till we have 
examined it. We very we:l know that the Doctrines of learned and 
allowed Cafuiſts, and Practices of thots who have greateſt authority 
in the Roman Church have been quite contrary to this Explanation , 
and we never found any diſpoſition 11 them to ſo great a condeſcenti- 
on, nor ever heard that there was any ſuch Reformation made 
in their principles and practices by any publick Authority among 
them. It our Expiamer had produced any authentick Records of any 
{ich thing, we ſhould with a great deal of readineſs and rejoycing 
have embraced them ; but we cannot admit of his bate word as a ſut- 
cient evidence in this caſe. 

Our bictſed Saviour allureth us, that no man can ſerve two Maſters, 
A:ith. 6. 24 Whilſt therefore tho!2 of the Rowan Communion do 
own the Pore as Supreme Head of the Church, and aliow him a tove- 
reign and uncontrollable power over them both 1in Temporals and 


Spiritua's, by virtue of which he can ditpenſe with their Oaths and 


Promiies when he pleaſecth; we cannot fee how they can be fo exact 
in the pertormance of their promiſes made to Civil Powers. For, it 
is not 0Nly poſlible but often happens, that the Civil Power, under 
whoſe protection they live, doth nor own the Papacy, nor hath any 
ezard tor the pretended power and dominion thereot; and in tuch a 

ie It is very likely, their commands will interiere : which it they do 
(as we know they very often do! how a Roman Catholick will carry 
kinteif even, and fo exactly divide his obedience to the:e "diilerent So- 
\ erewgns, and their ditierent commands, as to pleaſe both, I cannor 
as vet limegine. How our Ex2/awmer will refolve this cate, I knewneor; 
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Church, and their Popes too, will roundly tell us, That ce Power of 


the Pope is ſuperiour to that of the Prince, and therefore he is to be 
obeyed in the firſt place. And if fo, then what becomes of all that 
Loyalty and Fideity to Civil Powers, which our Explaimer 04 much 
boaſts of ? 

To ſhew you therefore, that notwithſtanding this ſo ſpecious Exp!a- 
nation of their Feith in this point, we have futhcient realon to ſuſpe 
the candour and ingenuity of the Explainer, and the truth of what he 
ſays; I ſhall only confront him with the declared Doctrines, and a- 
vowed Practices of their own Church in this cate. 

All the Juriſdiction of all the Kings and Princes of the Worid (depen- 
deth on the Pope, faith P. Clem. 5. in Concil. Vimn. 

And Pope Pwes 5. in his Bull againſt Queen E/zaberh, doth ſtritly 
will and command all her Subjects to-take Arms agaiaſt that Heretical 
'and Excommunicate Queen. 

The Depoſing and King killing Dottrine, diſpenſing with Oaths of 


Allegiance, &c. were made Articles of their Faith, by the fourth Gene: - 


ral Council at Lateran, under Pope Innocent 3. 

And it is plcafant to obſerve how nice!y ſcrupulous ſome of their 
great men are in reſolving this caſe, gravely teling us, That private 
mei may not killa King till he be depolcd ; but it once he be excom- 
municate, then he is no King ; (and then they may kill him witho 
ſicruple) Orit he be an Heretick (which the Pope can make him when 
he pleaſeth ) then they may kill the Heretick , but not the King. 
Thus Suarez adverſ. Sect. Anglic. I. 6. c. 4. Sect. 14. And c.6.Set.22.2.4. 
Thus alſo 4zorizs the Je/uie. Inſtit. Moral, part. 1.1. $:c. 134 And 
thus Mariana, de Reg. Inſtit. l. 1. c. 7,.&C. __ 

The Rebellion of a Clergyman againſt his Prince is not Treaſon , 
becauſe he is not his Prince's Subject, faith Emman. $4. Aphur, werb. 

'lericies. | 

When a Prince is Excommunicate, before the Denunciation, the 
Subjects are not abſolved from their Oath of Allegiance, ( as Cajcran 
lays well | yet when it is denounced, they are not only abſolved trom 
their Obedience, but are bound not to obey, unieſs the tear of Death, 
or loſs of Goods cxcuſe thein, which was'the caſe of the Erg/;/h Ca- 
tholicks in the time. of Henry the Eighth, faith Card. Tolet, comer, Eccleſ, 
in Angl. fol. 336. 

It is the Sentence of all Catholicks, that Subjets are bound to ex- 
pell Heretica] Princes, it they have ſtrength enough, and that to this 
thev are tycd by the Commanament of God, the moſt ſtrit tye of 
Conſcience, and the extreme danger of their Souls, faith F, Cre/ael, in 
Philepat. Sect, .n. 160, 151. 
Nay. 
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"Nay even before the Sentence is dec'ared, though the Subjets are 
not bound to it, yet lawtuily rhcy may deny Obedience to an Here- 
tical Prince, faich Greg. ie /alentia, Tom 3 diſp. 1. q. 12. punt. 2. 

An Excommunicate Kirg may with impunity be depoſed or killed 
by any one, faith Ear, Deſen!. Fid. 1.6. c. 6. Sect. 2-4. 

The Pope can make, that ke who is a King, ſhall be no King, and 
then vou are difobliged, ſairh Bellarze. contr. Barcl. e.7 

The Secular power is ſubject to the Spiritual. The Pope hath a 
ſorereign power over Chriſtian Kings and Princes, to correct, depoſe, 
2nd appoint others in their places. If a King be guilty of Herelie , 
Schitm, or anv intolerable crime againſt his People ; if he be guilty of 
negligence or lloth in his government ; if he fail in the performance of 
his Oachs and Promiſes, or opprets the Church ; the Pope may diveſt 
him of his Royal Dignity ; faith .4brah. Browizrs, de Pontif. Roman. 
c. 45. 9.621. Cyl. 2, Which Book was printed at Cologne, Anno 1619. 
and t6lemnly recommended and approved by his Superiours, and I} 
cenſed by the Apoſtolick Inquittor. 

I might be infinite in inſtances of this kind, but having almoſt wea- 
ried my felf with raking in ſuch a Dunghill, 1] am nor willing to tire 
my Reader too. I ſhall therefore only produce one unexceptionable 
Witneſs more, and rhat ſhall be their great and renowned Champion 
Beilarmine, out of whoſe 5th. Book De Romano Pontifice, T ſhall take 
the pains to tranſcribe ſome paſſages ; and having ſubjoyned thereunto 
tome inſtances of their practices ſuitable to their declared principles, I 
ſhall then leave it to the judgment of any inditferent perſon, what 
kind of Loyalry and Fidelity Sovereign Princes (eſpecially thoſe who 
are of a diiferent perſuaſion) may hope to find from their R:mman Ca 
lick Subjects. | 

Bellarmme im the firſt Chapter of his fifth Book De Romano Pontifee, 
having rejzeted two extreme Opinions concerning the Pope's power ; 
the one taught and maintained by Argn/tmns Trumphius, Alvars 
Peleginrs, Heſtrenſis, ard others of his own Communion, viz. That 
the Pope by a Divine Right hath a moſt pienary power over all the 
World as well in Political as Eccleſiaſtical aftairs. And the other 
delivered by Calum, Peter Martyr, Brentizes and others whom he calls 
Herericks, viz. That the Pope, as Pope, hath not by Divine Righc 
any Temporal power at all, nor upon any account can command Se- 
cular Princes, much lets deprive them ot their Kingdoms and Princi- 
palicies ; and that Spiritual perſons ought not to exerciſe Temporal 
Dominion. He art laſt lays down a midd'e Opinion tetween both , 
which he tells us is the common Opinion of Catholick Dwines, v2. 
That the Pepe, us Pope, hain mot directly; aud immed:ately any Temporal 

| power, 


= © 
power, but only a ſpiritual : yet by wirtue of that Spiritual power be hath 
mndire&ly at leaſt a ſupreme power in Temporals. '' 

This Opinion he undertakes to explain imhis Sixth Chapter, where 
he tells us, That in Order to a Spiritual good, he hath a Supreme "oy 
Power of diſpoſing all the Temporal things of all Chriſtian Peopls. bak 

Which Power is juſt ſuch over Princes, as the Soul hath over the 8 
Body or ſenſitive Appetite ; by Virtue of this Power he may change 
Kingdoms, and take them from one and give them toanother ; he may 
make and alter, ſuſpend and abrogate Civil Laws, as the Chief Spiri- 
tual Prince, if it be for the ſafery of Sou:s. 

| In his Seventh Chapter he endeavours to prove this Exorbitant 
Power of the Pope by reaſons; all which are founded in the Subordi- 
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nation and Subjection of the Temporal to the Spiritual:-Sword, (which Þ: 
is a Foundation that will certainly fail him. } However upon this i9 
Foundation he thus builds. | 'B1 
The Eccleſiaſtical Republick can command and compel the Tempo- 4, 
ral, which is indeed its Subject, to change the Adminittration, and to bby 
depoſe Princes,and toappoint others, when it cannot otherwiſe defend 
the Spiritual good. And again, it is not lawfuil for Chriſtians to utter 4; 
an Infidel or Heretical King, if he endeavour to draw his Subjetts to LH 
his Hereſie or Unbelief. But to judge whether a King do draw to 12 
Hereſie or not, belongeth to the Pope, to whom the Care of Religion 10 
is committed ; therefore it belongs to the Pope to judge whether a Fr 
King be to be depoſed or not. And if any one ask why the Chriſtians iis 
of old, did not depoſe Nero, and Dveccletian, and 7«lian the Apoſtare, « 
and Valens the Arian 2 He roundly anſwers, ir was not becautſe they {Ut 
wanted Right, but becauſe they wanted Power to do it. *0 
But leſt any ſcrupulous Chriſtian ſhould boggleatthoſe horrid things, . 
which theſe declared Principles muſt of necellity lead them to, as Re- Dt 
- bellion, Murder, Breach of Faith, Violation of Oaths, &*c. He will Ik 


tell them that they are not anſwerable for any of theſe things ; For, 
if the Pope ſhould miſtake, and command Vice, and forbid Vertue ; 
yet it werea fin againſt Conſcience, for the Church not to believe thoſe 
Vices to be good, and thoſe Vertues to be evil. 

All theſe inſtances that I have now laid betore you, were of men 
who lived and died in the Communion of the Church of Rowe, and 
moſt of them men of great Eminency both for their Parts and Places ; 
and therefore very likely to underſtand the Religion they profeſled. 2p 
Now either theſe men, or our Exp/2:mer muſt be very much our, and £4. 
ſtrangely unacquainted with the Principles of their Religion ; or elte 
the Explainer muſt induſtrioully delign to put a chear upon thoſe Per- 
ſons of Quality ro whom he preſents his Scheme. For, nothing can 
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be more different than his Explanation, and this Declaration which 
theie men have lefr upon Record. Bur, I think, the ctoice is very 
calie which of theſe ought'ts he believed in this cafe; and if this Cloud. 
of Witneiles carry ir ( as undoubtedly they will ) againſt one ſingle 
unauthorized Ex1/a:ny, then certainly he was in the wrong box, when 
the ſo much boaſted of the Loyalty of the Rowan Carholicks. 

And now I ſhall only ſubjoyn en account of ſome few of their Pra- 
ces, correſpondent to rhefe Principles, and rhey being pur together 
will, I ſuppoſe, fuinciently diſcover the miſtake of our Explainer. 

Leo Tlanrus Enperour of Conſtantinople was excommunicated hy Pope 
Gregory the 114. his Country given away to the Lowbards; by which 
means he and his Succetlors loſt all the Weſtern Empire, which the 
Pope and the +: King atterwards ſhared berween them. 

Henry the 1th. Emperour of Germany was excominunicated by Pope 
Greowy the Vt. hi Subjetts abſolved from their Obedience, Rodulph 
Duke oz; Sredea and Burgundy ſet up againſt him, to whom a Crown 
was ſent by the Pope, with this Inſcription, The Rock gave the Crown 
79 Peter, and Peter gives it to Rodulph. | 

Childericis King of France, by the Advice and Authority of Pope 
Zachary the It. had his Head ſhaven, was thruſt into a Monaſtery, 
and Pipinzs Son of Carolus Martellus ( who was but a Subject and Ser- 
vant to the King ) was anointed King in his ſtead. 

Henry the III4. King of France was killed at the Sicge of Par, with 
an empoyſoned Knife by a Facebine Fryar called Faques Clement: Which 
Murther, Pope S:xts the Vth. by a ſolemn Oration in the C-nliſtory 
September the 24. 1589. commended to the Skies, as Rarum, inſigne, 
& memorablile facinus. So publickly was the King kiling Doctrine 
owned by them at that time. = 

And what effe& this Papal approbation did produce, is evident ; for 
upon this encouragement King Henry the IVth. Succeſſor to Henry the 
FIId. was alſo ſtabbed with a conſecrated Dagger, by a Jeſuite named 
Rawiliac, How frequent the excommunicating anddepoſing of Prin- 
ces, the abſolving of Subjects from their Duty and Obedience, and the 
ſtirring up of Tumults and Seditions againſt them by Popes and Papa- 
lins, hath heretofore been ; Hiſtory is ſo full, that it would bean Her- 
culcan labour to tranſcribe all the inſtances thereof. 

Now theſe declared Principles and avowed Practices of Roman 
Catholicks being put rogether, and compared with our Explaner's 
profeſſion; may ſufficiently evince how much he hath abuſed thoſe 
Perſons of Quality, and how unfairly and diſhoneſtly he hatl: dealr 
with them in his Explanation of the Roman Catholick's Belicf in this 
Poinr, 

But 


(39) 
But one would think he durſt not deal thus, conſidering what a 
ſjvlemn Proteſtation he makes in the Cloſe of his Explanation ; For, 
thus he concludes. 


Theſe we ſincerely and ſolemnly profeſs, asin the ſight of God the ſearcher 


of all Hearts, taking the words plainly and ſimply in their uſual and 


familiar ſenſe, without any Equivocation or Mental Reſervation what- 
ſoever, E 


Were we not fo well acquainted with the Power of Diſpenfations, 
and the force of Mental Reſervation among them; did we not know 
that by theſe Artifices they can elude the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations, 
make void all Oaths and Promiſes, and diſlolve any the moſt ſacred 
Bonds which can be invented to oblige men; it would look very 
uncharitably to ſuſpe&t any man after ſuch a ſolemn Proteſtation. 
But that they cando all this, and think they can do it with a fafe 
Conſcience, notwithſtanding their Proteſtation to the contrary, is a 
ruled Caſe among their Caſuiſts : I ſhall only at preſent trouble you 
with one inſtance, which is very applicable to the caſe in hand, and 
with that conclude. | 

On occaſion of the Powder-plot here in Eng/and, an Oath of Al- 
legiance was thought neceſſary to prevent ſuch horrid attempts intime 
to come ; which a Reman Dottor (cited by Arch-Bpiſhop Uſher under 
this Character, B. P. 'Ei7raC. Epiſtol. I. R. Impreſ. 4n. 1609.) ta- 


king notice of, laughs aloud at the ſimplicity of it. His words are, 


worth remembring, Sed wide in tanta a// tia, quanta ſimplicitas ! Fc. 
Bur ſee what ſimplicity here is in ſo great Craft ! When he had placed 
all his ſecurity in that Oath, he thought he had framed ſuch a manner 
of Oath, with ſo many Circumſtances, which no man could any way 
diſſolve with a ſafe Conſcience. Bur he could not fee, that if the Pope 


ditſolve the Oath, all its Knots, wherher of being ! 41iitull to the King, 
or of admitting no Diſpenſation, are cording! :iolved. Yea, I 
will fay a thing more admirable ; yo.: Ow, | bein, rhat an unyult 
Oath, ifit be evidently known to be ſich, or ©: aectared ſuch, 
ic obligeth no man : That the Kin#'s Oath is un; 4, © ſufficiently de- 
clared by the Paſtor of th? Curcti hunfelf. \ w ow that the 
Obligatian of it is vaniſhed inio tmno'e, and 1 1 0) which fo 
many wiſe men thought was made of fron, w-- 04 Straw, 
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